The Church of the Epiphany
The Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year A
April 30, 2023
10:30 a.m.

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

This service leaflet is excerpted from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP),
the red book located in the pew rack in front of you. If you prefer to use the
BCP itself to aid your worship, all BCP page numbers are noted. Hymins
and service music are from The Hymnal 1982, the blue book located in the

pew rack in front of you. Service music is noted by an S in front of the
number and can be found in the front of The Hymnal 1982, before the
hymns.

(The worship service is live-streamed. Streaming and recording concludes at
The Great Thanksgiving. Holy Communion is not recorded.)

Please silence your cell phones and electronic devices
Prelude: Lead Us, Heavenly Father - C.S. Lang
Welcome and Announcements

THE WORD OF GOD

The people stand.

Hymn: 208 The strife is o’er

The people standing, the Priest-Celebrant joins the people in facing the Altar and says

Alleluia. Christ is risen. BCP 355
peple  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Priest-Celebrant says the Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
petfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Awmen.



The Gloria in Exccelsis is sung by all, standing.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Priest-Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
Pesple  And also with you.

The Priest-Celebrant faces the Altar and says the Collect of the Day.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Hymnal S-280

BCP 222

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people:
Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls
us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and

the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.



THE LESSONS BCP 357

The people sit.

The Lessons, as appointed, are read. A Psalm, hymn, or anthen may follow each Reading.

Reader A Reading from Acts [242-47]

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the

apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and
signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed
were together and had all things in common; they would
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds
to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Reader  'The Word of the Lord
peple  Thanks be to God.

Stlence follows

Reader  The Psalm for today is Psalm 23 [Dominus regit me
We will read responsively by whole verse. BCP 612

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's
sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of

death,
I shall fear no evil; *



for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those
who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for
ever.

Reader A Reading from 1 Peter [2:19-25]

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain
while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten
for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's
approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
should follow in his steps.

“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he
suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to
the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For
you were going astray like sheep, but now you have
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Reader  'The Word of the Lotd.
reple  Thanks be to God.

Stlence follows
The peaple stand.

Gospel Acclamation for Eastertide
Alleluias James Biery
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Sung through three, six, or nine times.

Then, all standing, the Priest-Celebrant reads the Gospel, first saying

Al-le-1lu - ia, al -le -lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
According to John [10:1-10].
Peple - Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not
enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another
way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate
is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought
out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they
do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the
gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.”

After the Gospel, the Priest-Celebrant says

The Gospel of the Lord.
Peple  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY The Rev’d Kristin Wickersham

Silence follows



The people stand. The Priest-Celebrant and people say
THE NICENE CREED BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Intercessions for Year A



The Intercessor and people pray responsively

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

We offer our prayers to Jesus, who is the Good
Shepherd and guardian of our souls, responding to each
petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.”

For the parishes and missions of our diocese, that we will
devote ourselves to the teaching and fellowship of
Christ, to the breaking of bread, and the offering of
prayers; let us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

That an outpouring of generosity will flow from the
gratitude and thanksgiving that dwell in our hearts,
moving the Church, the household of faith, to provide
relief to those in any want or need; let us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

For the courage to share the faith we hold, and the
willingness to listen humbly to those whose
interpretation of the faith differs from our own; let us

pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

For all who exercise leadership, that their actions may
reflect the ways of the Servant, whose obedience to God
released the power to overcome every darkness, and
whose sacrifice opened the gates to eternity; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

In thanksgiving for our merciful Jesus, who loves us
beyond our shame and guilt, frees us from the tombs of
our past, and invites us to receive his gift of
overwhelming forgiveness that we may go and sin no
more; let us pray.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

That we may neither judge others, nor fear the day of
judgment, but entrust ourselves to the one who judges
justly; let us pray.



reple  Hear us, O risen Christ.

Intercessor For all the faithful departed, who now behold the Lord
Jesus in his risen glory; let us pray.
peple  Hear us, O risen Christ.

Intercessor Let us continue our prayers in the Name of the One in
whom we sing the triumphant strain, “Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia.”

Stlence follows
The people may add their own intercessions and thanksgivings, either silently or alond.
The Priest-Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect. BCP 395

COLLECT AT THE PRAYERS

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask.
Help us to ask only what accords with your will; and those good
things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant
us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE

Al stand.
The Priest-Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pwple  And also with you.

Then the Priest-Celebrant and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Priest-Celebrant says to the people BCP 376

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.
Revelation 5:12

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our
life and labor to the Lord.

The people sit.
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The peaple place their offerings and commitment/ pledge cards into offering plates, which are brought to
the altar as an offering to God, and blessed by the Priest-Celebrant.

Anthem: Sumple Gifts - M. Schweitzer

The people stand.
Hymn 174 Az the Lamb’s high feast we sing, vv. 1,2, and 4

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367

The Priest-Celebrant faces the people and says

The Lord be with you.
Pesple  And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Peple It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Priest-Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the

sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his
rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

THE SANCTUS Hymnal S-125

Priest-Celebrant and People



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Priest-Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these
last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin
into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
The Priest-Celebrant and people say

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Priest-Celebrant continues
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and
this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with Blessed Mary, the Mother of God,
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn
of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
People AMEN.

The Priest-Celebrant continnes
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
The Priest-Celebrant and people say BCP 364

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those
who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Priest-Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is fept.

Celebrant - Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
raple  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE AGNUS DEI Hymnal S-161

Priest-Celebrant and People

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

Facing the people, the Priest-Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Priest-Celebrant and ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver
it 10 the people.

How to Receive Communion and An Invitation to Baptism

All baptized Christians are invited to receive communion. If you do not wish
to receive, you may come forward for a blessing, indicating this by crossing
your arms over your chest. If you desire to be Baptized and thereby enter into
membership in the mystical Body of Christ, the Church, please contact the
Priest-in-Charge.

At the altar rail, to receive the bread, lay your right hand in your left hand,
palm open. To receive the wine, as the priest brings the chalice to your lips,
gently tonch the base of the chalice and belp guide it.

We do not allow the practice of intinction, or dipping the bread into the
consecrated wine. If you do not wish to receive the consecrated wine, please
indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. Although we enconrage

12



reception in both kinds, the grace of God present in the holy sacrament is
Jfully available in the bread or the wine alone.

If you would like communion brought to you in your pew, please tell an
usher and the priest will come to you.

The Bread and the Cup are given o the commmunicants with these words BCP 365
Celebrant The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
Communicant Amen.

Celebrant The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.
Commmunicant Amen.

The people join the choir in singing the hynmns during Commmunion.

Hymns During Communion

Hymn: 645 The King of love my shepherd is

Taizé Chant

Eat this bread, Drink this cup

Come to Him and never be hungtry.
Eat this bread, Drink this cup,
Trust in Him and you will not thirst.

After Commmnion, the Priest-Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Priest-Celebrant and People BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Priest-Celebrant blesses the people. Planning for Rites and Rituals

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his
children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow
upon you the riches of his blessing.

People Amen.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from
sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united
with Christ for ever.

People Amen.

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true
lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal
inheritance.

People Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, The Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Hymn: 708  Savior, like a shepherd lead us
THE DISMISSAL

The Priest-Celebrant dismisses the people.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
reple  Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude: Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring - ]. Walther

The flowers on the altar this morning are given to the Glory of God by Scott
& Cheri Blackwell in memory of ber parents, Chares & Connie Neal.

An Outline of the Faith
commonly called the Catechism
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The Christian Hope BCP
861

Q What is the Christian hope?

A. The Christian hope is to live with confidence in newness
and fullness of life, and to await the coming of Christ in
glory, and the completion of God's purpose for the
world.

Q. What do we mean by the coming of Christ in glory?

A. By the coming of Christ in glory, we mean that Christ
will come, not in weakness but in power, and will make
all things new.

Q. What do we mean by heaven and hell?

A. By heaven, we mean eternal life in our enjoyment of God;
by hell, we mean eternal death in our rejection of God.

Q. Why do we pray for the dead?

A. We pray for them, because we still hold them in our
love, and because we trust that in God's presence those
who have chosen to serve him will grow in his love, until
they see him as he is.

Q. What do we mean by the last judgment?

A. We believe that Christ will come in glory and judge the
living and the dead.

Q. What do we mean by the resurrection of the body?

A. We mean that God will raise us from death in the
fullness of our being, that we may live with Christ in the
communion of the saints.

Q. What is the communion of saints?

A. The communion of saints is the whole family of God,
the living and the dead, those whom we love and those
whom we hurt, bound together in Christ by sacrament,
prayer, and praise.
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. What do we mean by everlasting life?

. By everlasting life, we mean a new existence, in which we
are united with all the people of God, in the joy of fully
knowing and loving God and each other.

. What, then, is our assurance as Christians?

. Our assurance as Christians is that nothing, not even
death, shall separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Church of the Epiphany
An Episcopal Church and member of the worldwide Anglican Commmunion

8000 Hermitage Road
Richmond, Virginia 23228
(804) 266-2503

Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
9:00 a.m. — noon

The Rev'd Kristin P. R. Wickersham, Priest-in-Charge
Mrs. Anita Williams, Minister of Music
Mrs. Lucy Whitlock, Parish Administrator
Mr. Timon Kenyi, Sexton
Marty Shephard, Treasurer

The Vestry

Gray Corbett (Sr. Warden), Randy Holden (Jr. Warden),
Becky Card (Register), Scott Blackwell, Cory Isemann, Stacy Mitchell,
John Norris, John Sarvay, Jeri Townley
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COMMUNICATION CARD
April 30, 2023
Welcome! You have blessed us with your
presence. Please tell us how we can best
serve you by completing the
Communication Card.

Please place in the offering basket, hand it to
an usher, or place on the table in the vestibule.

Q I'm looking for a church home

Q I'd like to speak with a clergy member
QO I'm ready to become a member

Q I'm just visiting today

Name & Address Q Please update

Phone

Email

Children’s names and ages

Please give me more information about:

O Children’s / Youth Programs

Q Social events

O Outreach opportunities

O Classes and Small Group Studies
Q Baptism or Confirmation

O How | can get involved

How did you hear about Epiphany?

(over)

FOR YOUR PRAYERS

New to the Prayer List: the family of Brian Taggart—nephew of Ellie
Tuck, Earl Dunn—Buddy Dunn's brother

Parishioners: _Mike Young, Bob Jimerson, Fran LaVigne, Buddy Dunn,
Milton Jenkins, Chip Dunn, Herb Williams, Marion Magruder, Martha Jenkins

Homebound: Ray Hampton, Dot Hudson, Joyce Melton, Ina Stickel, and Irene
Morris

Family & Friends:  Joanita Senoga—friend of Jeri Townley, Joan Church—Gail
Wood's stepmother, Marchelle Clarke —April Craver’s mother, Donna Ludwig—
Dwight Ludwig’s mom, Johnny Jorstad—-Martha Jenkins son & Marty Shephard &
Sandy Tignor’s brother, Phyllis Lowell—Nancy Sonne’s sister, Tom Devol—friend of
Cheryl Lineberry, Jean Stone— John Stone’s mother, Dave Nichols — friend of
Karen Holden, Christian Devol—Cheryl Lineberry’s friend, David Thabet and
Elizabeth Mickel—relatives of Sandy Ruder & Denise Russell, Maratha Kadi—Timon’s
mother, Bill McCarty—Ann Poates’ brother, Kim Prince—friend of Lim Ludwig, Alex
Kiebker—Benjamin Holden’s brother in-law, John Henry Rice—son of Fr. John &
Mackie Rice

Prayers for the departed:

CHURCH OF THE EFIPHANY

Toclag’s Ministers

Weekly Worship Ushers: Becky Card, Conny Barrett

Acolytes: Sam Tucker, Eric Ludwig,

Sundays at 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. Cora Whitlock

. Lessons: Ann Poates
Contact info:
The Rev. Kristin P. R. Wickersham, SOSc
Priest in Charge
Cell Phone: 804-502-1891

Prayers of the People: Ann Poates
Chalice: Randy Holden

Sun. School Helper: Jennifer Jefcoats
8000 Hermitage Road .

804-266-2503 Altar Guild: Crystal & John Sarvay

Coffee Hour: Kathy Jimerson, Carol
Office hours: McElhinney
Tuesday—Thursday 9am-12noon

Counters: Kim Ludwig, Becky Card
www.epiphanyepiscopal.com

lec Church of the Epiphany

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 30, 2023

Welcome—we are glad you are here! Know that whoever you
are, and where ever you are in your spiritual journey, you have

a place here. If you are new, or haven't yet given us your contact
information, please complete the attached communication card
and place it in the plate so that you can learn more about
Epiphany’s community.

Introducing the Lessons

1% Reading: Acts 2:42-47

The new community of believers in the resurrected Jesus devote
themselves to teaching and fellowship, to sharing in eucharistic
meals, and to the prayers. There are many signs and healings as
the church grows. Followers of Christ express their commitment
to one another even to the point of pooling their possessions.
Their fellowship is characterized by joy and generosity and many
are drawn to them because of the richness of their common life.

2" Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

In this reading we learn that disciples are called to hear
undeserved suffering with patience, even as Christ has set an
example for us, to that we might die to sin and live for
righteousness. This word is addressed primarily to those who are
servants, but can well be applied to all Christians who endure
pain despite having done no wrong. Their Lord has transformed
the meaning of suffering and throught his wounds brought
healing. This letter was evidently written at a time when the
Christians in Asia Minor were experiencing various forms of
persecution.

The Gospel: John 10:1-10

Our gospel presents two related images in which Jesus is first the
shepherd in charge of the sheep and then the gate through which
the sheep enter. These teachings are set in the context of
controversy. Jesus’ words are directed against religious officials
who do not know or truly care for their people. But Jesus knows
hifsl_cf>wn sheep by name. They hear his voice and find the fullness
of life.




On the Calendar and
Coming up

Sun. April 30*

8:15 am—Holy Eucharist
10:30 am—Holy Eucha-
rist

7:30 pm—AA Meeting in
parish hall

Mtr. Kristin will be at-
tending Spring Clergy
Retreat @ Shrinemont,
Monday—Wednesday.

Wed. May 3"

Noon — Morning Prayer
7:00 pm—Bible Study
Field Trip

Thur. May 4*"

6;15 pm—Choir rehearsal
7:30 pm—Handbell Re-
hearsal

Fri. May 5%
7:30 pm —AA meeting in
the parish hall

Sat. May 6%
8:30 am—Outreach Bag
Lunches—Chapter 4 & 5

Sun. May 7%

8:15 am—Holy Eucha-
rist
9:00 am— Women's
Breakfast
10:30 am—Holy Eucha-
rist

7:30pm —AA meeting in i

the parish hall

“Shout out to all women of Epiphany — The
women'’s breakfast is coming up on May 7" follow-
ing the 8:15 am service. Come, enjoy breakfast in
the parish hall served by Chapter 11." Come enjoy
good food, fellowship with friends and the amaz-
ing speaker from Hope for Humanity, Suzanne
Hicks. Nursery will be available. This organization
changes and transforms the futures of youth in the
South Sudan through their school—Hope and Res-
urrection Secondary School in Atiaba, South Su-
dan. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.

Crystal Sarvay would like to invite the parish
family to John’s retirement celebration on Satur-
day, May 13th, in the parish hall between 2—4 pm.
Drop by and wish him well as he takes on a new
Journey. We have been so blessed and thanksful
for all your prayers, support, and encouragement
throughaut his medical issues this year. We are
truly blessed to have such a special place to call
our church home!

"Mom, Dad, Randy and I, and our entire
family, are overwhelmed and humbled by the
show of love and support that this beautiful parish,
our parish, our family, has shown to not only us,
but to all of the people who loved Gayla - her
reach was deep and wide as was evidenced by the
crowd that came to support us all at her glorious
service last Saturday. From Diana and the num-
ber of hands in the kitchen (the amount of food
was incredible), to the ushers, who not only helped
seat the crowd, but also parked cars, to Timon and
crew who made the grounds and the buildin?
shine, to Gray and Scott who did the work of dig-
ging in the concrete ground to place her next to
Cory & Kathy, to Lucy who got 300 bulletins ready
for Gayla's service and Sunday's bulletin as well,
and to Kristin+ (she was sent to us directly from
God), you all worked so hard. Thank you sounds
hollow to me - being on the receiving end of what
this parish does to help families who have to say
"see you later" to a loved one is extraordinary. We
will forever be thankful and grateful for each and
every one of you. This parish is a special place -
let's all continue to give each other strength, hope,
peace, and grace.

Much love to you all,

Karen

Attendance: April 23, 2023
8&15am 5
10:30 am 53

Outreach Opportunities

y 2 The diaper ministry continues to hold diaper distribution on the third

(/" Saturday of every month from 10 am to 12 noon. This inspirational ministry

has been touching families lives in our community since 2018 and continues

to welcome new families each month. This ministry offers the parish an outreach
opportunity to share God’s love and develop relationships within our community. The
most recent diaper distribution was held Saturday, April 15™ and the next diaper
distribution day is on May 20™. A sign-up sheet is on the outreach board in the
parish hallway for anyone interested in volunteering. Donations of diapers (sizes 5 and
6) and wipes are also appreciated. Thank you again to everyone for your continued
support of this ministry!

A copy of the 2023 homeless lunch schedule is available on the bulletin board
in the parish hallway if anyone would like a copy. If anyone is interested in taking part
in this ministry, ALL are welcome! Contact Mary Sam Abernathy
(msabernathy88@gmail.com) or the team lead, for the team you are interested in
helping. The next lunches are scheduled to be prepared and delivered by Chapter 4
& 5 on May 6. Thank you to the Green team who prepared and delivered lunches on
April 29", "This ministry is currently in its 24" year! Donations of paper lunch bags,
sandwich bags and napKkins are always welcome as well and can be dropped at the
church office. Additionally, if you have further questions or concerns, I am always
available to answer any questions. Crystal Sarvay, Outreach Coordinator
(crystalsarvay(@gmail.com).

Lambs Basket continues to need donations of food items, particularly
cereals, peanut butter, jams, jellies, and canned foods. Please, bring in your donations
and leave them in the parish hallway in the red wagon. Thank you for your continued
support of this project.

If anyone has any outreach projects or needs, they are aware of in the community,
please share them! See Crystal Sarvay, Outreach Coordinator, or email at
iphanyrvaparishnur il.com

The love and kindness that our parish shares is beyond amazing!
Love lives here!

COMMUNICATION CARD

April 30, 2023
QOur Communication Card is for all
people at The Church of the
Epiphany so that you can share your
thoughts and prayers, and request
information.

If you are new, please complete the
opposite side so we also have your
contact information.

Q 1'd like more information about
an upcoming event or program

O I am RSVPing or signing up for:

O I am interested in learning more
about how to be part of the
following ministries or programs:

Q Music Q Greeters

Q Altar Guild Q Pastoral

Q Office help Care

Q Christian Ed 0O Readers

O Outreach QO Prayer Team
Q Ushers

O Chalice Bearer Q1

Prayer Requests / Comments




