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In the Name of God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Today’s scripture readings speak to us about our sacred covenant with God.  In Second Samuel 

God promises a covenant with David securing the hopes for the people of Israel. 

Saint Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians, 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ.  For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one, and has broken down 

the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us…  So then, you are no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as the cornerstone.”  

These words describe so vividly who we are as God’s people in Christ. His reference to both 

groups being made into one is in reference to those who were estranged from God and who 

were restored into a relationship not only with God but also with those from whom they had 

been estranged.  It was to be a unity that would create a dwelling place for God. 

In this morning’s gospel reading we see a vision of what we are called to do as God’s people in 

Christ. It is a vision that embraces reaching without ceasing to all who are in need and to the 



healing of souls wherever they might be. Together, these passages speak to who we are and to 

what we are called to do as the Body of Christ. Paul calls the people to whom he is writing to 

remember that they are no longer strangers. It is Jesus who has taken down the dividing walls 

and who becomes for us a source of hope and a source of promise.   

It seems to be the nature of things that the whole world is busy building walls.  We remember 

the Berlin Wall built to keep inhabitants of a divided city apart.  Thanks be to God that wall has 

come down! The United States is currently building barriers along its southern border to 

prevent illegal immigrants from entering our land. The Israelis continue to build a wall to 

separate themselves from the Palestinians. Our political dysfunction in Congress is in large part 

a result of wall built that prevent its members from working together to solve the serious 

challenges facing our nation.  It is of course important to set boundaries for what is necessary in 

order to maintain healthy relationships.  It is the walls we can create, however, that can 

separate us from one another in ways that are not helpful.   As an effort to break down the 

walls that divide us on the matter of racism, still evident in our land, our diocese, for example 

has begun a helpful series of dialogues that are empowering our people to come together to 

talk in safe settings about the matter of racism.  How can we as God’s people respond to one 

another without building walls when there are differences, some of them deep differences?  

How do we talk about violence in our cities and elsewhere, and be loving as well as civil in our 

conversations even as we might differ with one another? 

At General Convention this past month, the Episcopal Church, as you know,  took yet another 

step forward in our call at Baptism to respect the dignity of every human being by removing 



walls on the matter of human sexuality and has approved the blessing of same sex unions.  

Many in the church who have long waited patiently for this to come are heartened and 

experience much joy in this step. For Jeannie and me, there is a vicarious joy we experience.  

Two of our very dear friends from way back, Ray and Cliff, have been together as a couple for 

32 years. They are incredibly fine people and are loved and respected by those in the 

communities in which they have lived.  Ray called me this past week from Martha’s Vineyard to 

say that they were now able  to ask the Church’s blessing on their marriage.  Yesterday 

morning, at Grace Church in Vineyard Haven, they were married by the rector of that parish.  

The joy of what happened yesterday is not only theirs, but is shared by so many who love them, 

hold them as dear friends, and uphold them in their marriage.  So often, we come to a deeper 

experience of God’s grace when we know first-hand people who by their journeys and 

experience help us see things in a new light, and who help us see the hand of God in our very 

midst. 

Yet we must also remember and with love and patience some who are still distressed by this 

decision of General Convention.  Yet now as ever is the time for Christ’s radical love to prevail 

so that we do not build walls that further separate us from one another and from the Body of 

Christ.  A mark of our Episcopal tradition is that we celebrate our unity in Christ while honoring 

our differences, always putting the work of love before uniformity of opinion.  Sadly we 

sometimes let those walls of disagreement lead us to want to leave that community of which 

we are a part when we are unhappy over what has taken place and we are in disagreement.  In 

making the decision to leave, however, the experience has been that we tend to take our 

unhappiness with us to the next setting in which we find ourselves.  When we do that, the 



community suffers, we suffer, and our leaving unhappy breaks the heart of God.  It is essential 

that we remember Christ’s radical love which knows no boundaries.  It is a love which keeps us 

together in spite of the differences that are present among us, for we are no longer strangers 

and aliens, but we are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as the cornerstone.   

Most of you remember with fond affection Dorothy White who was very much a part of this 

parish family during her preparation for her ordination as a priest in the Episcopal Church.  

Dorothy has an extraordinary gift for expressing both the written and the spoken word.  I want 

to  share with you what she wrote in Center Aisle just recently.  Center Aisle, for some time 

now during the Church’s General Convention, has been a journal of the Diocese of Virginia 

reporting the events of General Convention as it was meeting.  On June 18th, Dorothy wrote an 

article titled “O, My Heart Breaks: Prayers for Emmanuel AME Church” The tragic massacre in 

Charleston had just happened when, as she described it, heinous aggression and hatred walked 

into sacred space and took away the most sacred gift that we have, the gift of life itself. What 

she wrote  is timely counsel for us now and always.   

Dorothy wrote, “As our bishops and deputies gather to share in the 78th General Convention, I 

would urge that you take time to focus on ‘those things that break the heart of God.” Loving as 

God loves is not without challenge.  Loving as God loves will stretch our lives to such a degree 

that only a Holy God can make possible.  

As we cry with Emmanuel African Methodist Church, may we find in our prayers the voice and 

the actions that we so desperately need.  May we not only love through social media outlets, 



but in thought, word, and deed. O, ‘that our hearts would break with the things that break the 

heart of God.’ 

(She continues) 

So as we pray, what shall we do? We raise the bar on what we will and will not stand. Silent, 

passive indifference – ‘because it’s not happening in my neighborhood’ – is not what is needed 

from God’s people. Our baptismal vows call us together as the Body of Christ to renounce 

destructive actions and agendas no matter their origin. 

We are far from powerless. I urge us to embrace the God that we are to present to those around 

us. 

Pray, yes. Act, yes. Let us live into the reality of our lives as God’s people. Reconciliation is hard 

work. The best place for the Church to start is in prayer, with a willingness to be changed.” 

I found Dorothy’s words very helpful especially in these challenging times in our world, in our 

country and for our church which is called more than ever to be the Body of Christ practicing 

the radical love of Jesus in these challenging times when we are called to be witnesses to the 

Gospel.  I hope they might be helpful for you as well.  

As you and I go out into the duties and pleasures and tasks of this coming week, may we 

remember the words of Saint Paul when he said, 

“So then, you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 

members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 

Jesus Christ himself as the cornerstone.”  Amen. 


