
Church of the Epiphany 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 24, 2023, 10:30 a.m. 

 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

according to 
 

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 1979 
 

Rite II 
 

and The Hymnal, 1982 
 

Welcome to the Church of the Epiphany. The Anglican tradition values common prayer. Praying 
together shapes our faith, binds us together, and helps us grow closer to God. We invite you to pray 
with us today. Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer, 1979 (the red book). Hymns 
noted with an S are in the frontmost section of The Hymnal, 1982 (the blue book).  
 

The half-hour before the Mass is a time of quiet prayer and preparation.  
 

Please silence or turn off your electronic devices. 
 
Prelude���2I�WKH�)DWKHU·V�/RYH�Begotten ² W. Held 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
PREPARATION RITES             BCP 355 
 
All stand for the entrance procession 
 
Hymn   66   Come thou long-expected Jesus 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant joins the people in facing the altar and says  
 
 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
 Amen. 
 
The people kneel. 
 
THE DECALOGUE   Enriching Our Worship 1 
 
Celebrant  Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
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I am the Lord your God who brought you out of 
bondage. You shall have no other gods but me. 

People Lord, have mercy upon us, 
And incline our hearts to keep this law. 

 
Celebrant You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 
Celebrant You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord  

your God. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 
Celebrant Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 
Celebrant Honor your father and your mother. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 
Celebrant You shall not commit murder. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 
Celebrant You shall not commit adultery. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 
Celebrant You shall not steal. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law. 
 
Celebrant You shall not be a false witness. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, 

And incline our hearts to keep this law. 
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Celebrant You shall not covet anything that belongs to  
your neighbor. 

People Lord, have mercy upon us,  
And write all these thy laws in our hearts,  
we beseech you. 

 
The people stand. 
 
Kyrie: Lord, Have Mercy   Hymnal S 91 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. (repeat 3x) 
Christ, have mercy upon us. (repeat 3x) 
Lord, have mercy upon us. (repeat 3x) 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
The Celebrant faces the altar and says the Collect. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray.                 BCP 212 
 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, 
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a 
mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD            BCP 357 
 
All sit for the Readings. 
 
Reader A Reading from 2 Samuel [7:1-11, 16] 
 
When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had 
given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king 
said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan 
said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the Lord is with you." 
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But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 
Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you 
the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent 
and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all 
the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the 
tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince 
over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever 
you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of 
the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for 
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live 
in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers 
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 
rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to 
you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and 
your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 
throne shall be established forever. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence. 
 

Directions for Reciting the Psalter 
 
The Psalm is read Responsively, the minister alternating with the congregation, verse by verse. An 
asterisk divides each verse into two parts. In reading, a distinct pause should be made at 
the asterisk. The pause is long enough to take a breath as one silently says the Name of Jesus. 
Commas in Psalms are not observed with a pause; a pause is observed at semi-colons. The Psalms are 
best able to be said when the readers both lower the pitch and volume of their voice.  
               BCP 583 
 
Reader The Psalm for today is a portion of 

Psalm 89 [89:1-4, 19-26], Misericordias Domini 
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 We will read responsively  
 by whole verse, pausing at the asterisks.       BCP 713 

 
1 Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing; * (pause) 

from age to age my mouth will proclaim your 
faithfulness. 

2 For I am persuaded that your love is established 
for ever; * (pause) 
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the 
heavens. 

��´,�KDYH�PDGH�D�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�P\�FKRVHQ�RQH�� (pause) 
I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

��¶,�ZLOO�HVWDEOLVK�\RXU�OLQH�IRU�HYHU�� (pause) 
DQG�SUHVHUYH�\RXU�WKURQH�IRU�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV�·µ 

19 You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful 
people: * (pause) 
´,�KDYH�VHW�WKH�FURZQ�XSRQ�D�ZDUULor 
and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

20 I have found David my servant; * (pause) 
with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

21 My hand will hold him fast * 
and my arm will make him strong. 

22 No enemy shall deceive him, * (pause) 
nor any wicked man bring him down. 

23 I will crush his foes before him * (pause) 
and strike down those who hate him. 

24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * (pause) 
and he shall be victorious through my Name. 

25 I shall make his dominion extend * (pause) 
from the Great Sea to the River. 

���+H�ZLOO�VD\�WR�PH��¶<RX�DUH�P\�)DWKHU�� (pause) 
P\�*RG��DQG�WKH�URFN�RI�P\�VDOYDWLRQ�·µ 

 
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said by All 
 
THE GLORIA PATRI             BCP 406 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reader A Reading from Romans [16:25-27] 
 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my 
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is 
now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only 
wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! 
Amen. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence. 
 
The people stand for the Gospel procession 
 
Advent Alleluias          Luke Mayernik 
 
The people and choir sing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

According to Luke [1:26-38]. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 
in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
QDPH�ZDV�-RVHSK��RI�WKH�KRXVH�RI�'DYLG��7KH�YLUJLQ·V�QDPH�ZDV�
0DU\��$QG�KH�FDPH�WR�KHU�DQG�VDLG��´*UHHWLQJV��IDYRUHG�RQH��
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The Lord LV�ZLWK�\RX�µ�%XW�VKH�ZDV�PXFK�SHUSOH[HG�E\�KLV�
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The 
DQJHO�VDLG�WR�KHU��´'R�QRW�EH�DIUDLG��0DU\��IRU�\RX�KDYH�IRXQG�
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
HQG�µ�0DU\�VDLG�WR�WKH�DQJHO��´+RZ�FDQ�WKLV�EH��VLQFH�,�DP�D�
YLUJLQ"µ�7KH�DQJHO�VDLG�WR�KHU��´7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�ZLOO�FRPH�XSRQ�
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 
of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
VDLG�WR�EH�EDUUHQ��)RU�QRWKLQJ�ZLOO�EH�LPSRVVLEOH�ZLWK�*RG�µ�
7KHQ�0DU\�VDLG��´+HUH�DP�,��WKH�VHUYDQW�RI�WKH�/RUG��OHW�LW�EH�
ZLWK�PH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�\RXU�ZRUG�µ�7KHQ�the angel departed from 
her. 
 
After the Gospel, the Reader says 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
THE SERMON                7KH�5HY·G�.ULVWLQ�3��5��:LFNHUVKDP 
 
Silence. 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing, said by all 
 
THE NICENE CREED             BCP 358 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
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    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE            BCP 359 
 
Prayer is offered with intercession for The Universal Church, its members, and its mission; The 
Nation and all in authority; The welfare of the world; The concerns of the local community; Those 
who suffer and those in any trouble; The departed (with commemoration of a saint when appropriate). 
 
The Celebrant may introduce the Prayers with a sentence of invitation related to the occasion, or the 
season, or the Proper of the Day. 
 
Subdeacon Let us join with Mary in her song of joy, and proclaim  
 the greatness of the Lord as we pray. 
 

Silence 
 
Intercessor  We rejoice in the community of faith and pray for all  

those preparing for baptism; we pray for our Presiding 
Bishop, Michael, for our Bishop Diocesan, Mark, for our 
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priest, Kristin, for our parish lay leaders, and for all those 
who, like Mary, have said yes to God. 

People O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Intercessor We pray for our President, Joseph, and for our  

Governor, Glenn; we pray for all those in positions of 
power; that they may seek to lift up the lonely. 

People O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Intercessor We pray for nations torn by war, strife, and violence. We  

SUD\�IRU�DOO�WKRVH�LQ�KDUP·V�ZD\��:H�SUD\�WKDW�WKH�KXQJU\�
may be filled with good things and that those with plenty 
may learn to become empty for those in need. 

People O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Intercessor We pray for all those who struggle and suffer. We pray  

for the poor, the sick, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
We pray for those who mourn. We pray for all those 
with any need whom ZH�QDPH�QRZ��VLOHQWO\�RU�DORXG�« 

 
Silence 

 
Remember your promise of mercy, O Lord, and help 
your people. 

People O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Intercessor We praise you for the manifold gifts of our lives. We  

rejoice and exult in you, O God, and we give thanks for 
all the blessings of our lives, including those we name 
QRZ��VLOHQWO\�RU�DORXG�« 

 
Silence 

 
We pray that you may fill us with your grace, that we, like 
Mary, may bear Christ into our lives. 

People O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
Intercessor We pray for those who have died. We pray that we may  

join with them, the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the 
saints in the fellowship of the Church Triumphant. 
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People O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.           
 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 
earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 
who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 
and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN             BCP 359 
 
A Confession of Sin is said here if it has not been said earlier. On occasion, the Confession may be 
omitted.  
 
The people kneel. 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says             BCP 360 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence. 
 
Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and pronounces absolution. 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE              BCP 360 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord 
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with some sentence of Scripture.  
During the Offertory, a hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung.           BCP 361 
 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our 
life and labor to the Lord. 
 
At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God a portion of what God has given us, symbolically in 
WKH�%UHDG�DQG�:LQH�DQG�LQ�WKH�PRQH\�ZH�JLYH��$Q�RIIHULQJ�LV�UHFHLYHG�WR�VXSSRUW�(SLSKDQ\·V�PLQLVWU\�
RI�VKDULQJ�*RG·V�ORYH��$OO�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�PDNH�D�WKDQN�RIIHULQJ�DV�WKH�SODWH�LV�SDVVHG��7KH�RIIHULQJV�
are then brought to the altar to be blessed by the priest. 
 
The people sit 
 
Flute Solo ² Two French Carols  - B. Adams 
 
5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�EULQJ�WKH�SHRSOH·V�RIIHULQJV�WR�WKH�GHDFRQ�RU�FHOHEUDQW� 
The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.         BCP 361 
 
Hymn 424. For the fruit of all creation (v. 3) 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Eucharistic Prayer B              BCP 367 
 
The people remain standing. 
The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest,  faces them and sings or says 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
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People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
 
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and  
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that  
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to  
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to  
behold his appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People             Hymnal S-130 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people kneel 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
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to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at 
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing 
wine to be consecrated 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 
bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. 
Stephen, St. John the Apostle, and all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
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Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  
People and Celebrant              BCP 364 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD            BCP 364 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
In place of, or in addition to, the preceding, some other suitable anthem may be used. 
 
Celebrant and People      Hymnal S-164 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
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Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world:  
 give us your peace; give us your peace. 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All baptized Christians who come seeking the Body and Blood of Christ, who earnestly repent of their 
sins, are in love and charity with their neighbors, and intend to lead a new life following the 
commandments of God are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  
 
All are welcome to come to the altar rail and receive a blessing from the priest. Indicate this at the rail 
by crossing both arms over your chest. 
 
The Sacrament is celebrated using wheat bread and fermented grape wine.  
 
We do not permit the practice of intincting the Holy Sacrament, or dipping the bread into the 
consecrated wine. If, for any reason, you do not wish to receive the bread or the wine, please cross your 
arms as the minister approaches. Although we encourage reception in both kinds, the grace of God 
present in the Holy Sacrament is fully available in the Body or Blood alone. 
 
You may stand or kneel to receive Communion. The consecrated Bread is received in the hand, the 
right hand laid flat and placed on top of the left. To receive the consecrated Wine, grasp only the base 
of the chalice and guide it to your lips. 
 
If you would like Communion brought to you in your pew, please inform an usher. 
 
If you have not been baptized and find yourself drawn to Jesus Christ and life in him, please let our 
clergy know. We would be honored to have a conversation with you about baptism or answer any other 
questions. Baptism and life in the Body of Christ is open to all. 
 
 
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words          BCP 365 
 
Celebrant  The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 
Communicant Amen. 
 
Celebrant  The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. 
Communicant Amen. 
 
The people join the choir in singing the hymns during Communion. 
 
Hymn   60     Creator of the stars of night 
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Taizé Chant. Wait for the Lord. 
 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! (repeat) 
 
CONCLUDING RITES 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
The people kneel. 
 
Celebrant and People             BCP 365 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The people stand for the blessing. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 
 
May the almighty and merciful God, 
by whose grace you have placed your faith 
in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son 
and yearn for his coming again, 
sanctify you by the radiance RI�&KULVW·V�$GYHQW 
and enrich you with his blessing. 
People Amen. 
 
As you run the race of this present life, 
may he make you firm in faith, 
joyful in hope and active in charity. 
People Amen. 
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So that, rejoicing now with devotion 
at the 5HGHHPHU·V�FRPLQJ�LQ�WKH�IOHVK� 
you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life 
when he comes again in majesty. 
People Amen. 
 
And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you forever. 
People Amen. 
 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the people with these words 
 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn   56    O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 
Postlude:  Let All Together Praise Our God  -  J. Walther 
 
 
 

 
An Outline of the Faith 

commonly called the Catechism 

The Holy Spirit 

Q. What is the Holy Spirit? 
A. The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity, God at  

work in the world and in the Church even now. 
    
Q. How is the Holy Spirit revealed in the Old Covenant? 
A. The Holy Spirit is revealed in the Old Covenant as the  

giver of life, the One who spoke through the prophets. 
    
Q. How is the Holy Spirit revealed in the New Covenant? 
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A. The Holy Spirit is revealed as the Lord who leads us into  
all truth and enables us to grow in the likeness of  
Christ. 

    
Q. How do we recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in  

our lives? 
A. We recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit when we  

confess Jesus Christ as Lord and are brought into love  
and harmony with God, with ourselves, with our  
neighbors, and with all creation.  

  
Q. How do we recognize the truths taught by the Holy  

Spirit? 
A. We recognize truths to be taught by the Holy Spirit  

when they are in accord with the Scriptures. 

 
 

Church of the Epiphany 
An Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of Virginia  

and part of the worldwide Anglican Communion 
 

8000 Hermitage Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23228 

(804) 266-2503 
 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

9:00 a.m. ± 12:00 p.m. 
 

Clergy and Staff 
 

7KH�5W��5HY¶G�(��0DUN�6WHYHQVRQ��'��0LQ��h.c., Bishop Diocesan 
7KH�5HY¶G�.ULVWLQ�3��5��:LFNHUVKDP��3ULHVW-in-Charge 
7KH�5HY¶G�&DQRQ�-RKQ�)��5LFH��'��0LQ���$VVLVWLQJ�3ULHVW 

Mr. Florian Jones-Stamm, Deacon Intern 
Mrs. Anita Williams, Director of Music Ministries 

Mrs. Lucy Whitlock, Parish Administrator 
Mrs. Crystal Sarvay, R.N., Parish Nurse 

Mr. Timon Kenyi, Sexton 
Marty Shephard, Treasurer 
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Vestry 
 

John Sarvay (Sr. Warden) 
Randy Holden (Jr. Warden) 

Jeri Townley (Register) 
Scott Blackwell, Gray Corbett, John Norris,  

Mirendy Smith, Billy Tucker 
 

Ministers 
 

The ministers of the Church are all lay people, bishops, priests, and 
deacons. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

December 24, 2023 
 
 

Welcome³we are glad you are here!  Know that whoever you 
are, and where ever you are in your spiritual journey, you have     

D�SODFH�KHUH���,I�\RX�DUH�QHZ��RU�KDYHQ·W�\HW�JLYHQ�XV�\RXU�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�
complete the attached communication card and place it in the plate so that you can 
OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�(SLSKDQ\·V�FRPPXQLW\�� 
 

         Introducing the Lesson 
 

�VW�5HDGLQJ�����6DPXHO����-������ 
 
,Q�RXU�+HEUHZ�VFULSWXUHV�WKH�HQHPLHV�RI�'DYLG�KDYH�EHHQ�VXEGXHG�DQG�'DYLG�
WXUQV� KLV� WKRXJKWV� WR� EXLOGLQJ� D� WHPSOH� WR� WKH� /RUG�� � 7KURXJK� WKH� SURSKHW�
1DWKDQ��*RG�GHFODUHV�WR�'DYLG�WKDW�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DQ�HDUWKO\�WHPSOH�LV�QRW�
DPRQJ�WKH�SXUSRVHV�IRU�ZKLFK�*RG�KDV�DQRLQWHG�'DYLG���*RG�KDV�FKRVHQ�'DYLG�
IURP�DPRQJ� WKH� ORZO\��D�PHUH�VKHSKHUG�ER\��DQG�JLYHQ�KLP�YLFWRU\�RYHU�KLV�
HQHPLHV�� �1RZ�*RG�ZLOO�PDNH�RI�'DYLG�D�JUHDW�KRXVH��VHFXULQJ� WKH�KRSHV�RI�
WKH�SHRSOH�RI�,VUDHO���'DYLG¶V�WKURQH�VKDOO�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�IRUHYHU��WKH�SURSKHW�
1DWKDQ�GHFODUHV� 
 
�QG�5HDGLQJ���5RPDQV������-�� 
 
,Q�ZRUGV�WKDW�FORVH�KLV�ORQJ�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�5RPH��3DXO�UHPLQGV�WKH�
QHZ�&KULVWLDQV�RI� WKH�P\VWHU\�QRZ�GLVFORVHG� WR�DOO� QDWLRQV��EULQJLQJ� WKHP� WR�
IDLWK�DQG�REHGLHQFH�� �$OWKRXJK� WKH� VHFUHW�KDV� ORQJ�EHHQ�NHSW� LQ� VLOHQFH�� WKH�
SURPLVH�RI�WKH�HWHUQDO�*RG�KDV�EHHQ�UHYHDOHG�DQG�LV�PDGH�NQRZQ�WKURXJK�WKH�
SURSKHWLF�VFULSWXUHV�� �*ORU\� WR�*RG�ZKR�HQDEOHV�GLVFLSOHV� WR�VWDQG�ILUP� LQ� WKH�
JRRG�QHZV�RI�-HVXV� 
 
7KH�*RVSHO���/XNH�����-�� 
 
2XU�JRVSHO�UHODWHV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�YLVLW�WR�0DU\�E\�DQ�DQJHO���*DEULHO�WHOOV�KHU�
WKDW� VKH� LV� WR� EHDU� -HVXV��ZKR�ZLOO� EH� FDOOHG� WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�� � 7KLV� KDSSHQV�
GXULQJ� WKH� VL[WK�PRQWK�RI� WKH�SUHJQDQF\�RI�(OL]DEHWK��D� NLQVZRPDQ�RI�0DU\��
ZKR�ZLOO�VRRQ�JLYH�ELUWK� WR�-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW�� �0DU\� LV�DVVXUHG�E\�*RG¶V� IDYRU�
DQG� WKDW� WKLV� LV� WKH�ZRUN� RI� WKH� +RO\� 6SLULW� LQ� IXOILOOPHQW� RI� WKH� SURSKHF\� WR�
'DYLG�RI�DQ�HWHUQDO�NLQJGRP���7KH�QDUUDWLYH�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�WUDQVFHQGHQW�RULJLQ�
RI�WKLV�FKLOG�ERUQ�LQWR�KLVWRU\� 

FOR YOUR  PRAYERS   
 

1HZ�WR�WKH�3UD\HU�/LVW���2VFDU�$GHUKROW���%DUEDUD�'RW\²IULHQG�RI�6XVDQ�
)HQQ 
 
3DULVKLRQHUV����5D\�+DPSWRQ��'RW�+XGVRQ���0DUWKD�	�0LOWRQ�-HQNLQV��
)UDQ�/D9LJQH���0DULRQ�0DJUXGHU��-R\FH�0HOWRQ���,QD�6WLFNHO���,UHQH�0RUULV��0LNH�
<RXQJ��%RE�-LPHUVRQ��6KLUOH\�+XJKVRQ��&KULV�7LJQRU��-HDQQLH�5LGGLFN��'RWWLH�
6WUDEOH\� 
 
)DPLO\�	�)ULHQGV������.DUHQ�5RRG²VLVWHU�RI�-HUL�7RZQOH\��-RKQ�+HQU\�5LFH²VRQ�RI�
)U��-RKQ�	�0DFNLH�5LFH���-RKQQ\�-RUVWDG²-0DUWKD�-HQNLQV�VRQ�	�0DUW\�6KHSKDUG�	�
6DQG\�7LJQRU¶V�EURWKHU���-XG\�:DWVRQ²0DUWKD�-HQNLQV�QLHFH�	�0DUW\�6KHSKDUG�	�
6DQG\�7LJQRU¶V�FRXVLQ���.DUHQ�7DWWL²IULHQG�RI�-HQQLIHU�7XFNHU��0DULH�3DWWHUVRQ²�
&U\VWDO�6DUYD\¶V�PRWKHU��-HDQ�6WRQH²�-RKQ�6WRQH¶V�PRWKHU���6HEDVWLDQ�6WURQJ²
-HQQLIHU�:KLWORFN¶V�JUDQGVRQ��.HUL�5REHUWV²IULHQG�RI�%HFN\�&DUG���&DLWOLQ�	�)U��.\OH�
%RPDUH�	�WKHLU�IDPLO\��IRU�DOO�WKRVH�FDOOHG�XS�WR�0LOLWDU\�6HUYLFH�LQ�,VUDHO��HVSHFLDOO\�
$GDP��(YDQ��-DUHG��2PUL²QHSKHZV�RI�-R\�%D\QHV¶�VRQ-LQ-ODZ��%ULDQ��WKH�IDPLO\�RI�
(PPD�*UHHQPDQ²IULHQGV�RI�.LP�	�'ZLJKW�/XGZLJ��IDPLO\�RI�)URVLQH�&RUEHWW�OLYLQJ�
LQ�-HUXVDOHP��-LP�	�&DUROH�*RGZLQ²VRQ�	�GDXJKWHU-LQ-ODZ�RI�&DURO�&XOOLQDQ��
&KULVWRSKHU�	�-RKDQQD±�UHODWLYHV�RI�)ORULDQ�-RQHV-6WDPP��3DXO�	�-DQLH�²IULHQGV�RI�
:D\QH�	�/XF\�:KLWORFN���'RQQD�7LJQRU�²�VLVWHU-LQ-ODZ�RI�&KULV�	�6DQG\�7LJQRU��
0HODQLH�*RRGSDVWXUH²�&DURO�0F(OKLQQH\¶V�GDXJKWHU��(G�0RUURZ�²IULHQG�RI�%RE�	�
.DWK\�-LPHUVRQ��5XVK�0LGGOHWRQ²IULHQG�RI�.LP�	�'ZLJKW�/XGZLJ 
 
 
 
 
 
�3UD\HUV�IRU�WKH�GHSDUWHG���� 
� 
  
 
 
 
 

Weekly Worship 
 

Sundays at  8:15  & 10:30 a.m.  
 

 
Contact info: 

The Rev. Kristin P. R. Wickersham, SOSc 
Priest in Charge 

Cell Phone: 804-502-1891 
 

8000 Hermitage Road 
804-266-2503 

 
Office hours:  

 Tuesday³Thursday 9am-12noon 
www.epiphanyepiscopal.com 

 

COMMUNICATION CARD 
December 24,  2023  

Welcome! You have blessed us with your 
presence. Please tell us how we can best 

serve you by completing the 
Communication Card.  

Please place in the offering basket, hand it to 
an usher, or place on the table in the vestibule. 
 
� ,·P�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�FKXUFK�KRPH 
� ,·G�OLNH�WR�VSHDN�ZLWK�D�FOHUJ\�PHPEHU� 
� ,·P�UHDG\�WR�EHFRPH�D�PHPEHU� 
� ,·P�MXVW�YLVLWLQJ�WRGD\ 
 

Name & Address       � Please update 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Phone ___________________________ 

Email ____________________________ 

_________________________________ 

&KLOGUHQ·V�QDPHV�DQG�DJHV 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Please give me more information about:  
� &KLOGUHQ·V���<RXWK�3URJUDPV 
� Social events     
� Outreach opportunities 
� Classes and Small Group Studies 
� Baptism or Confirmation   
� How I can get involved 
 

How did you hear about Epiphany? 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
       (over) 

CHU RCH OF  T HE EP IP HA N Y 7RGD\·V�0LQLVWHUV 
 
 
 

� 
 
 
 
8VKHUV���� 
 
$FRO\WHV��� 
� 
/HVVRQV���� 
 
3UD\HUV�RI�WKH�3HRSOH��� 
 
&KDOLFH���)ORULDQ�-RQHV-6WDPP� 
 
6XQ��6FKRRO�+HOSHU��� 
 
$OWDU�*XLOG���.DWK\�-LPHUVRQ��&DURO�
0F(OKLQQH\ 
 
&RIIHH�+RXU���1R�&RIIHH�+RXU 
� 
&RXQWHUV��� 



2XWUHDFK�2SSRUWXQLWLHV� 

7KH�GLDSHU�PLQLVWU\�FRQWLQXHV�WR�KROG�GLDSHU�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�6DWXUGD\�RI�
HYHU\�PRQWK�IURP����DP�WR����QRRQ���7KLV�LQVSLUDWLRQDO�PLQLVWU\�KDV�EHHQ�WRXFKLQJ�
IDPLOLHV�OLYHV�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�VLQFH������DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�ZHOFRPH�QHZ�IDPLOLHV�
HDFK�PRQWK���7KLV�PLQLVWU\�RIIHUV�WKH�SDULVK�DQ�RXWUHDFK�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VKDUH�*RG¶V�
ORYH�DQG�GHYHORS�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWKLQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\���7KH�QH[W�GLDSHU�GLVWULEXWLRQ�ZLOO�
EH�RQ�-DQXDU\���WK����$�VLJQ-XS�VKHHW�LV�RQ�WKH�RXWUHDFK�ERDUG�LQ�WKH�SDULVK�KDOOZD\�IRU�
DQ\RQH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�YROXQWHHULQJ��'RQDWLRQV�RI�GLDSHUV��VL]HV������DQG����DQG�ZLSHV�DUH�
DOVR�DSSUHFLDWHG��7KDQN�\RX�DJDLQ�WR�HYHU\RQH�IRU�\RXU�FRQWLQXHG�VXSSRUW�RI�WKLV�
PLQLVWU\�� 

+RPHOHVV�/XQFKHV���,I�DQ\RQH�LV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WDNLQJ�SDUW�LQ�WKLV�PLQLVWU\��$//�DUH�
ZHOFRPH��&RQWDFW�0DU\�6DP�$EHUQDWK\��PVDEHUQDWK\��#JPDLO�FRP��RU�WKH�WHDP�
OHDG��IRU�WKH�WHDP�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�KHOSLQJ��7KH�QH[W�OXQFKHV�DUH�VFKHGXOHG�WR�EH�
SUHSDUHG�DQG�GHOLYHUHG�E\�WKH�5HG�7HDP�RQ�-DQXDU\�������������7KDQNV�WR�WKH�*UHHQ�
7HDP�ZKR�SUHSDUHG�DQG�GHOLYHUHG�WKH�OXQFKHV�RQ�'HFHPEHU��QG���7KH������KRPHOHVV�OXQFK�
VFKHGXOH�LV�QRZ�XS�RQ�WKH�RXWUHDFK�ERDUG���:H�ZLOO�EH�HQWHULQJ�RXU���WK�\HDU���'RQDWLRQV�RI�
SDSHU�OXQFK�EDJV��VDQGZLFK�EDJV�DQG�QDSNLQV�DUH�DOZD\V�ZHOFRPH�DV�ZHOO�DQG�FDQ�
EH�GURSSHG�DW�WKH�FKXUFK�RIILFH��$GGLWLRQDOO\��LI�\RX�KDYH�IXUWKHU�TXHVWLRQV�RU�FRQFHUQV��
,�DP�DOZD\V�DYDLODEOH�WR�DQVZHU�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV��&U\VWDO�6DUYD\��2XWUHDFK�&RRUGLQDWRU�
�FU\VWDOVDUYD\#JPDLO�FRP���� 
 
&RPLQJ�VRRQ�LV�RXU�ORQJ�DZDLWHG�³%OHVVLQJ�%R[´�DQG�³/LWWOH�/LEUDU\�´��%H�RQ�WKH�
ORRNRXW�IRU�XSFRPLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�ZD\V�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�KHOS�FRQWULEXWH� 
 
�/DPEV�%DVNHW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�QHHG�GRQDWLRQV�RI�IRRG�LWHPV��SDUWLFXODUO\�FHUHDOV��SHDQXW�
EXWWHU��MDPV��MHOOLHV��DQG�FDQQHG�IRRGV��3OHDVH��EULQJ�LQ�\RXU�GRQDWLRQV�DQG�OHDYH�WKHP�
LQ�WKH�SDULVK�KDOOZD\�LQ�WKH�UHG�ZDJRQ���7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�FRQWLQXHG�VXSSRUW�RI�WKLV�
SURMHFW� 
 
��������7KH�ORYH�DQG�NLQGQHVV�WKDW�RXU�SDULVK�VKDUHV�LV�EH\RQG�DPD]LQJ���������������������������������������
 ��������������������������������/RYH�OLYHV�KHUH�� 
 
 
 

&DUH�1RWHV�&RUQHU���7KH�SDULVK�QXUVH�PLQLVWU\�FRQWLQXHV�WR�SURPRWH�D�KHDOWKLHU�
IDLWK�FRPPXQLW\�WKURXJK�VSLULWXDO�VXSSRUW�DQG�KHDOWK\�OLIH�FKRLFHV��ZKLOH�
VXSSRUWLQJ�PLQLVWULHV�DOUHDG\�LQ�SODFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FKXUFK���,I�WKHUH�DUH�DQ\�
VSHFLDO�QHHGV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�DFFRPPRGDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�SDULVK�QXUVH�PLQLVWU\��

SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�&U\VWDO�6DUYD\��061���51�DW�HSLSKDQ\UYDSDULVKQXUVH#JPDLO�FRP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance:  December 17, 2023 
       8:15 am       

     10:30 am  73    
 

COMMUNICATION CARD 
 

December 24, 2023 
Our Communication Card is for all 
people at The Church of the 
Epiphany so that you can share your 
thoughts and prayers, and request 
information.  
 

If you are new, please complete the 
opposite side so we also have your 
contact information.  
 

 
� ,·G�OLNH�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW 
an upcoming event or program  
______________________________

______________________________

________________________ 

� I am RSVPing or signing up for: 

______________________________

______________________________�

� I am interested in learning more 
about how to be part of the 
following ministries or programs: 

� Music  � Greeters 
� Altar Guild   � Pastoral      
� Office help   Care 
� Christian Ed  � Readers 
� Outreach      � Prayer Team  
� Ushers      
� Chalice Bearer � __________   
 

Prayer Requests / Comments 

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________ 

7KH�IORZHUV�RQ�WKH�DOWDU�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�DUH�
JLYHQ�WR�WKH�*ORU\�RI�*RG�LQ�ORYLQJ�PHPRU\�RI�
5D\�	�&KDUORWWH�/RYHODFH� 

7KH�%LEOH�6WXG\�ZLOO�PHHW�DJDLQ�RQ�:HGQHV�
GD\��-DQXDU\���IURP��²�����30���7KH\�ZLOO�
UHDG��%U��'DYLG�6WHLQGO-5DVW¶V�ERRN��³<RX�DUH�
+HUH��.H\ZRUGV�IRU�/LIH�´��:H�KRSH�\RX¶OO�MRLQ�
XV� 

�QG�6XQGD\�/XQFK�DUH�IUHH�WR�DOO�ZKR�ZRXOG�
OLNH�WR�MRLQ�XV���:H�ZHOFRPH�JXHVWV�WR�DQ\�
DQG�DOO�OXQFKHV���0DUN�\RXU�FDOHQGDUV�IRU���
����� 
-DQ���������²�6DODG�%DU 
)HE���������²�3DQFDNH�6XSSHU���7XH��1LJKW� 
$SULO�������²��%UHDNIDVW�%DU 
0D\��������²�6ORSS\�-RHV 
-XQH��������²�&KXUFK�3LFQLF 
7KH�PHQX�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�FKDQJH��DQG�PHDOV�
ZLOO�KDYH�D�YHJHWDULDQ�RSWLRQ� 
 
$�UHPLQGHU�LW¶V�QRW�WR�ODWH�WR�WXUQ�\RXU�
SOHGJH�FDUGV�LQ�HLWKHU�E\�SODFLQJ�WKHP�LQ�
WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�SODWH�RU�PDLO�WKHP�WR�WKH�
FKXUFK�RIILFH���7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�FRQWLQXHG�
VXSSRUW�RI�(SLSKDQ\� 
 
+HUH�LV�WKH�VFKHGXOH�IRU�WKH�&KDQFHO�
&KRLU�	�+DQGEHOOV� 
'HFHPEHU���²1R�5HKHDUVDOV 
 
-DQXDU\������������SP²&KRLU 
������������������������SP²+DQGEHOOV 
-DQXDU\�����������SP-±&KRLU 
 ������������SP²+DQGEHOOV 
 
1R�5HKHDUVDOV�-DQXDU\���������)HEUXDU\����� 
 
5HKHDUVDOV�UHVXPH�)HEUXDU\����DW������SP�
&KRLU�DQG������SP�+DQGEHOOV� 
 
$GXOW�)RUXP�UHWXUQLQJ�6XQGD\��-DQXDU\�
��DW������DP���7KH\�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVLQJ�6XQ�
GD\¶V�OHVVRQV��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�UHDGLQJV�IURP�
WKH�*RVSHO�RI�0DUN��3OHDVH�MRLQ�XV�IRU�FRIIHH��
FRRNLHV�DQG�VRPH�JUHDW�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�
KRZ�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�VSHDNV�WR�XV�WRGD\�� 

2Q�WKH�&DOHQGDU�DQG�
&RPLQJ�XS 
6XQ���'HF�����WK 

������DP²+RO\�(XFKDULVW��
5LWH�� 
 
6XQ���'HF�����WK 

&KULVWPDV�(YH 
�����SP²+RO\�(XFKDULVW��
5LWH�� 
������SP²+RO\�(XFKDULVW��
5LWH�� 
� 
0RQ���'HF�����WK 

&KULVWPDV�'D\ 
������DP²+RO\�(XFKDULVW��
5LWH�� 
 
6XQGD\�'HF�����
WKURXJK�0RQGD\��-DQX�
DU\�� 
&KXUFK�2IILFH�ZLOO�EH�
FORVHG� 
 

�����SP�²�$$�0HHWLQJ�LQ�
SDULVK�KDOO 
 
7KXU���'HF����WK� 
1R�&KDQFHO�&KRLU�RU�+DQG�
EHOO�5HKHDUVDOV 
 
)UL���'HF�����WK 
�����SP�²�$$�PHHWLQJ�LQ�
WKH�SDULVK�KDOO 
 
6XQ���'HF�����VW 

�����DP²+RO\�(XFKDULVW²
5LWH�� 
����²1R�&KLOGUHQ¶V�6XQ�
GD\�6FKRRO�RU�$GXOW�)RUXP 
������DP²/HVVRQV�	�&DU�
ROV 
 
�����SP�²�$$�0HHWLQJ�LQ�
SDULVK�KDOO 
 
 


