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T H E  V I E W  F R O M  M Y  W I N D O W . . .  

WHO WE ARE:  

The Church of the Epiph-

any is one of 181 parishes 

of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Virginia, which is one 

of 110 dioceses in The 

Episcopal Church (USA), 

one of 44 member 

churches in the worldwide 

Anglican Communion.  

T H E  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  

T H E  S T A R  
May  1,  2012  

On Saturday, April 21st, Herb Williams and I participated in the election of our next Bishop 

Suffragan. You have heard by now that the Rev. Canon Susan Goff, who currently serves as 

the Canon to the Ordinary, was elected. She will be the first woman to be elected a bishop 

in this diocese. Susan is a great friend and mentor, and I am happy that she was elected. 

But that was not what I found most interesting and uplifting about this election. 

First, we prayed. We had a service of Holy Eucharist, with Bishop Shannon reminding us on 

the feast of St Anselm that the work that we were about to do was part of a long and an-

cient tradition of lifting up gifted servants to another order of ministry. In between the 

ballots – it did take some time to hand-count the ballots carefully – the Rev. Charles Syd-

nor led us in a series of meditations and hymns, including some hymns with which even I 

found unfamiliar. We sat in silence, we prayed, we sang, we waited. All of this was a re-

minder that the task we faced was holy work, not political. 

Second, we honored all the nominees. They have been on a long slog of answering ques-

tions, doing walkabouts, visiting, sharing much of themselves in a very intense fashion. 

They (and their families) have had a busy and challenging time of it these past several 

months, and I can only imagine how hard it has been. But all along the way, they all were 

recognized for their courage and their willingness to put themselves out there as nomi-

nees. And as the ballots proceeded, it became evident that some nominees were more 

likely to be elected and others were not. Those who could sense that they would not be 

elected chose to remove themselves from the slate of candidates. This was a gift of grace 

to the other nominees and to us who were called to elect one. No one wants to admit they 

will lose, but by stepping away, they freed us to focus on the more likely winner. 

Third, we accepted the work of the Holy Spirit. I suspect each of us went to the election 

with a particular candidate we liked. But if anyone’s candidate didn’t make it, I got no 

sense that there were grumbles or harsh words toward those who moved ahead in the 

counts. It was recognized that the Spirit works as it will, and the wisdom of God moves us 

as a group.  

Fourth, once we had an election, the celebration was shared by all, and was amazing. 

Again, there were no grumbles, only a recognition that we had stood on holy ground in the 

presence of the Lord, and He had acted among us. It was a celebration of Susan’s ministry 

among us, but more importantly, it was a celebration of God working among us and pre-

paring us for the next phase of our work of the Kingdom. 

The election will be ratified at General Convention in early July, and then on July 28th, the 

Bishop Suffragan will be consecrated at St. Paul’s, Richmond.  
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The Vestry met on March 13th, opening with a Bible study and a review of the highs and lows of the previous month. 

Some highlights of the meeting: 

 Garrett Russell made a presentation on his Eagle Scout project – building our new playground. The Vestry ap-

proved his plan and is assisting him with fundraising to cover the costs. 

 The finances of the parish continue to be good, with a small deficit at the end of February due to some large peri-

odic outlays. 

 We continue in the process to refinance the mortgage. The names of the new trustees were filed with the County 

and once they are approved, we will get an order of encumbrance to proceed. This should save the parish several 

thousand dollars in interest per year. 

 We have submitted the results of the mini-audit to the diocese and now need to set up an internal audit com-

mittee for the 2011 review. 

 We voted to approve transitioning our database software from a PC-resident program to a cloud-based program. 

This secure solution saves us from having to back up the database every week and is only slightly more costly than 

the current support contract. 
 

 Mary will be away April 19-22. On Sunday April 22nd, the Rev., Roger Robillard, a retired priest of the diocese, will 

be our supply priest. 
 

The meeting ended with prayer at 8:30 pm. 

                                             ---Ann Henderson, Register 

Lessons learned? In contrast to secular politics, God gave us what we required to figure out who should be elected. We 

didn’t need politicking, TV and radio ads, ad hominem attacks on opponents – we got all we needed from thoughtful 

responses to important questions. Folks voted not according to personal interests, but with an eye to the mission of the 

church in this time and place. It wasn’t about electing a woman bishop, although it is gratifying that a woman now has a 

key leadership role in an institution which is so faithfully supported by so many women in the laity. Last, it was no fore-

gone conclusion that any one candidate would win. In the past, one could presume that the person who would be elect-

ed was part of the “Virginia Mafia.” It would be someone who came from Virginia, who had studied for the ministry at 

VTS, who had served here or somewhere nearby in the south. There was some talk that it was obvious that the winner 

would be a woman because four of the six nominees were female. But what happened? It was no slam-dunk. In this 

election, the priest who got the second largest number of votes was not a woman, not a Virginian, not a graduate of 

VTS, not someone who had served at any point in time in this diocese. Still, his message resonated with the delegates. 

The priest who was elected was not a native Virginian, not a graduate of VTS, although she was a woman who had 

served in this diocese faithfully in a number of different roles.  

The Spirit will move as it chooses to move, and it has moved once again, in this election and in this time in the Diocese. 

Thanks be to God’s Holy Spirit moving through the world and through the church.  

Blessings 

Mary+ 

Vestry Highlights 
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As we plan to take our summer vacations, let’s not forget about the CARITAS program at Epiphany 

in May and Lamb’s Basket.  Both of these programs offer opportunities for us to help those in our 

community who are less fortunate. 

Epiphany is again sharing the CARITAS week with Emmanuel Brook Hill.  Paul Jones is heading up 

this outreach project and still needs some help with meals and transporting the all male group for 

showers and laundry trips.   

Summertime is also a tough time for Lamb’s Basket donations of food and time.  More and more 

families need help during these hard economic times.  The baskets near the coat rack area are 

empty and needs are increasing.  A few canned goods or boxes of pasta, dry cereal, etc. would cer-

tainly help out. 

If you have any time at all, please consider helping out with these two outreach ministries. 

Gray Corbett, Senior Warden 

Stewardship 

It is never too late to join in the joyful process of helping God’s work in the parish and in the world: 

if you haven’t filled out a pledge card, you can still do so! Here’s what you do:  

1) Ask Lucy for a card.  

2) Think about what this parish and the work that it does means to you.  

3) Prayerfully determine what you will give back to God for the work of the church.  

4) Fill out the card and give it back to Lucy. 

Thanks for helping us help us and others! 

 As always, one of the easiest ways to fulfill your pledge is to use E-Giving, the safe 

and secure online system that a number of us have been using for the past year or 

so. Got questions? Ask Herb Williams, Ann Henderson, or Mary+. 

 

 

 

 

 

THERE IS NO VACATION FROM SUMMER OUTREACH 

Still collecting Personal Care Products:  Many thanks for all the 

personal care products you donated for the LARCUM projects.  We put to-

gether many kits for clients of Lamb’s Basket and for the homeless.  In  May, 

we will be hosting CARITAS again, this time with an all-male client group, so 

if you could donate things like disposable razors, shaving cream, soap or 

body wash, deodorant, and toothbrushes & toothpaste, they would be great-

ly appreciated. 
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The Sr. High Youth group had a very exciting month of April.  Nine of us ventured 

out to Natural Tunnel State Park in Duffield, VA.  We spent two nights in a lodge 

and did some hiking and some caving with a guide.  We have put together a scrap-

book of our trip if you are interested. 

We also were included in the recent church yard sale with selling our books.  We 

really cleaned out our current books and made $133.50 to boot.  We will have an-

other Book ‘N Bake Sale in September and will be looking to replenish our books.  If 

you have some used books that you would be willing to donate please bring them 

to the church anytime. 

There will be no planned activities for youth group during the month of May.  We 

will be getting back together in June to make tie dye t-shirts and plan for our up-

coming mission trip to Scranton, PA in July. 

 

Senior High Youth Group news 

 

Lamb’s Basket 

The need for help with food continues to be great for those with limited re-

sources, so your donations of nonperishable food items is particularly needed 

right now.  They especially need tuna and peanut butter.   Other suggestions 

include:  canned vegetables, jelly, breakfast items, toilet paper, paper towels, 

tissues, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, diapers for babies/infants/toddlers, 

pet food, etc. 
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UTO Spring Ingathering 
   Our next UTO (United Thank Offering) ingathering will be on Sun-
day, May 20th.   As your new UTO Coordinator, I would like to  en-
courage all of the women of Epiphany to participate in this worth-
while ministry.  If you are new to the Episcopal Church, or (like my-
self) did not know much about the UTO, here is some information 
that I found interesting and helpful. 

What is the UTO?  According to the UTO Board, it is “a spiritual and financial part-
ner in the mission work of The Episcopal Church.  This ministry is founded on our 
thankfulness to God for the blessings that are bestowed on us daily.  You can fur-
ther this mission by offering thanks as a part of your life in Christ while placing a 
contribution in the Blue Box.  Every cent that is collected is given away in grants 
made by the UTO Board.” 

Where does the money go?  “The UTO supports projects that 1)address poverty 
of women and children,  2) that make significant impact, and  3)that demonstrate 
new and innovative work that are a part of a planned diocesan provincial mission 
strategy.” 

What do I do to help?   Get a Blue Box!   “As daily prayers of thanks are given, 
place money in the box.  The money becomes an outward and visible sign of thanks 
to God.  It is a way to fulfill our baptismal covenant, to serve Christ in all persons, 
love our neighbor as ourselves, and strive for justice and peace among all people.”  
Empty this money into a UTO envelope for the ingathering in May, or you may just 
bring the box.   Some people prefer to write a check on the day of the ingathering, 
and that is okay too.  UTO materials are on display across the nursery; please help 
yourself! 

If you have any questions, or would like to help with the ingathering, please let me 
know.  I am so excited to be a part of this mission! 

Kristin Carver 

Save the Date:  
Women & Girls Corporate Communion & Breakfast, Sunday, May 6th at the 8:15 AM 

Service.  The breakfast, cooked & served by the men of the parish, will follow the service.   

Doug Thorpe will speak on “Congo Chronicles”.  Be sure to make your reservations for 

the breakfast by calling the office 266-2503 or there is a sign up sheet on the table in the 

narthex.  
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returns to Epiphany... 

1. We will collect personal care items to give each guest at CARITAS a ‘welcome 

bag’.  Please bring in the following items and leave them at the church.  A box 

will be in the narthex. 

Items include:  travel size toiletries such as shampoo, soap, body wash, deodorant, 

toothbrush and toothpaste, travel first-aid kit, playing cards. 

2. CARITAS will be May 12-15 and there will be many opportunities to help.  The 

sign-up sheet will be in the hallway across from the nursery.  Here is a descrip-

tion of the opportunities. 

DRIVERS:  Each night between 7—9 PM we will need people to drive our guests to 

do laundry and take showers.  We go to the local YMCA and the closest Laundro-

mat. 

SLEEPOVER:  Each night we need one volunteer to spend the night at the church.  

Come by that evening, chat with our guests, and enjoy a restful night’s sleep in the 

parlor.  Then get up and put out the ‘grab and go’ breakfast.  Pick up a bit and you 

are gone by 7 AM. 

PROVIDE BREAKFAST ITEMS:  Each morning we provide a ‘grab and go’ breakfast 

for the guests.  We need volunteers to bring in these items the night before.  We 

will provide the suggested list of items, but they include juice, muffins, granola 

bars, protein bars, hard boiled eggs. 

DINNER CREW:  Each night we will provide dinner for our group.  If you would like 

to b part of this, just sign up and you will be given a dish to make and then asked 

to come by at 6 PM to serve the meal, clean up the kitchen and then to assemble 

the lunches for the next day (those items will already be on hand). 

SET-UP CREW:  On Saturday, May 12, we need 3 people to help unload and set up 

the beds for our guests.  This takes less than 2 hours and we usually start around 

9 AM. 

THANKS FOR ANYTHING YOU CAN DO! 

See or call Paul Jones (346-0492) for more info.   
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Adult Forum for May 

There will be no adult forum next week (May 6th) because of 

the Women & Girls’ Corporate Communion and Breakfast, but 

we will begin a new series on caring for God’s creation on 

Sunday, May 13th .  The series will run for several weeks, 

meeting every Sunday at 9:30 AM in the parlor.   Come and 

learn about what Scripture says about the created world and 

how we can live into our baptismal covenant by living lightly 

on the earth.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us! 

Men’s Bible Study   

Please Note:  We will only meet once this month, on the 4th  Tuesday of May.      That will be 

May 22nd   at noon, in the parish hall.   Bring a bag lunch and your Bible, and let’s get to work! 

Looking ahead… 

The Extraordinary Women’s Conference will be in Roanoke, October 5th &  

6th .  The featured speakers will be the couple that the movie ‘The Vow’ was 

based on and ‘Casting Crowns’ is the musical group performing.  If you are 

interested, see Ann Henderson for more information or check out their web-

site:  http://www.ewomen.net/conference/2012-10-5/roanoke-civic-center 

Book Group will begin anew on Monday, April 30th at 11:00 AM, with Richard Rohr’s “Falling 

Upward:  A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life” .  We have ordered a small quantity of the 

books—if you are interested in getting one of them and participating in the book group, please 

reimburse us $13 to cover the cost of the book. 
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Worship Leaders for  May 

10:30 Ushers:  Eddie Johnson, George Baynes, Herb Williams, Cory Isemann 

Counters:  Jean Riddick, Gray & Frosine Corbett 

May 6 — Easter 5 

Altar Guild: 
Dottie Strabley, Lucy Whitlock,  

Connie Neal 

8:15—H.E. – Women’s Corp. Communion & Breakfast 

Usher: Chuck Strabley 

Acolyte: Stephanie Holden 

Reader: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

10:30—Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Jeri Townley, Stacy Mitchell 

Prayers: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Stacy Mitchell, Paul Dolci 

Acolytes: Hunter Mitchell, Stark Gallagher 

Greeters: Aggie Gallagher, Christine Couturier 

Nursery: Karen & Stephanie Holden 

May 20 — Easter 7  

Altar Guild: Kathy Jimerson, Melba Shumaker, Pam Pegram 

8:15 AM—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Walter Reid 

Reader: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

10:30 AM —Holy Eucharist 

Lessons: Jeri Townley 

Prayers:  

Chalice:  

Acolytes: 
Garrett Mitchell, Catherine Cadavid,  

Ava Whittlesey, Sara Lassiter 

Greeters: Ann Henderson, Kathy Jimerson 

Nursery Carol Campus, Mary Kenyi 

May 13 — Easter 6 

Altar Guild: Jean Riddick, Charlotte Lovelace 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Tad Blackburn 

Reader: Lauryn Boyd 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

10:30—Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Randy Holden 

Prayers:  

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

Acolytes: Madison White, Alex White, Hana Elionai, 

Greeters: Tad Blackburn, Carole Noe 

Nursery: Ann Poates, Caroline Couturier 

May 27 — Pentecost 

Altar Guild: Betty Fore, Marietta Spring 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Herb Williams 

Reader: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

10:30—Holy Eucharist 

Lessons: Randy Holden 

Prayers:  

Chalice:  

Acolyte: 
Megan Tignor, Caroline Couturier, Lucas 

Couturier, Melissa Durrer 

Greeters: Patty White, Sandy Ruder 

Nursery:  



The Star—May   

10 

Fellowship Activities 

 

Want to go to Brunch? 
 On Sunday, May  27th,  after the 10:30 service the ‘lunch brunch group’ will be going to Yen Ching, 

9033 West Broad Street.  If you are interested please contact Jean Riddick, 264-0935, or call Lucy 

in the  office, 266-2503  

  Once again, we’ll be forming a group to go to the Flying Squirrels 

ballgame on Faith and Family night—Saturday, June 2.  This year, 

we will go for slightly more expensive tickets ($10.00 each as op-

posed to $5.00 last year) so we don’t have to climb up to the high-

est reaches of the stadium to get to our seats.  We had 70+ people 

last year—let’s see if we can bring even more folks, not just our own 

parishioners, but friends and extended family.  It should be, well, 

nutzy! 

Thank You! 
My Dear Church Family 

I cannot find the words to express adequately our appreciation for your compassion-

ate concern for our family during the time of Dave’s failing health and subsequent 

death.  Knowing that you cared gave me great comfort  these past few months. 

Thank you all who worked to make it a lovely reception after the Memorial Service.  

You are very special people to me. 

Please keep our family in your prayers as we seek God’s peace. 

Gratefully,  

Betty Van Valkenburg 

 



The Star—May   

11 

 

 

 

 

  

Education for Ministry  

Our sister church on Hanes Avenue, St. Phillip’s, is considering beginning and 

EfM group in the fall 2012.  EfM, or Education for Ministry, is a program of Adult 

Christian Education that was developed by the seminary at Sewanee.  It is in-

tended to help you “dig deeper into the Christian faith, studying the Bible, Church 

history and theological ideas and reflect on connecting faith with life experience’>  

It is a four-year program, but you commit to participate one year at a time.  If you 

are interested, please contact the Rev. Phoebe Roaf at motherroaf@comcast.net 
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Happy Birthday 

 

May 1 Betty Van Valkenburg 

May 2 Matthew Dolci 

May 3 Diane Durrer 

 Benjamin Gallagher 

 Mike White 

 Doug Thorpe 

May 4 Stacy Van Valkenburg 

May 5 Michael Stone 

May 7 Hannah Schulte 

 Lauren Williams 

May 8 Melaina Russell  

May 11 Nancy Tucker 

May 14 Pam Pegram 

 Melissa Chaplin 

May 16 Elisabeth Ransom 

 

 

May 20 Sloan Rutledge 

 Alexandra White 

May 25 Bryan Lassiter 

May 27 George Baynes 

May 30 Jean T. Riddick 

 Ron Russell 

May 31 Betsy Walsh 

 

Happy Anniversary 

May 2 Skip Choates & Meg Burley 

May 20 Wes & Meghan Barger 

May 21 Tim & Marty Shephard 

May 24 Geoffrey & Melissa Chaplin 

May 31 Ryan & Rebecca Mitchell 

Days of Blessing in MayDays of Blessing in May  

Those who are ill or have special needs: 

In Our Parish Family:  Carol Burley,  Carl Burley, Ray Hampton,  Peggy Adleman, Sarah Jenkins, Dottie Strabley, Marian Noe, Sue Rasmussen, 

Lynne Eppes, Dot Hudson 

Those in Care Facilities or Homebound especially:  

Bea Byrd, Mary Ruder, Roseanne Stockwell, Ruth Williams and Juliet Wynne 

Those Serving in the Armed Forces especially:  

Matt Guyer, David Hoffert, Daniel Keefe, Patrick Lineberry, Caitlin Mitchell, Bryan Murphy, Michael Stone, Billy Tucker,             

Andrew Smith, Ryan Casey, and Chris Tuck 

Prayers for those preparing for the  birth of a child:    Matt & Leslie Guyer  

Prayers for family & friends: 

Kathryn Cook-friend of Connie Neal,   Katie Phillips—friend of Kristin Carver,  Gloria Jones—mother of Kim White, Rebecca Miller—friend of 

Marietta Spring,  Leah & Terri—friends of Aggie Gallagher,  Dorothy Hoffecker—aunt of Diana Stone, Donna Dumas—friend of Sarah Jenkins, 

the extended Kenyi family in Sudan,  Jay—husband of Jill Mitchell,  Rona Fisher—friend of Jessica Ruder,  Lisa Binmoeller—friend of Diane Ma-

jor, Mary Stockdell—daughter-in-law of Susan Josenhans,  Heather—friend of Melissa Durrer, Stuart & Jean Swink—sister & brother-in-law of 

Irene Morris, Jeniffer Sodill—friend of Karen Holden,  Ethel Eule—friend of Ann Poates, Kent Jenkins—brother of Sarah Jenkins,  Maya Fitts—

granddaughter of Ron & Paula Fitts,  Aubrey Phillips—friend of Bob & Kathy Jimerson, The Rev. Charles Poindexter, Selethia Ann Riley—niece of 

Ann Schaefer, Shirley & Gary Peper—sister & brother-in-law of Lucy Whitlock.,  Nick McDaniel & family—friend of Rebekah Donovan. 

Prayers for the departed:   Dave Van Valkenburg, Jean Craver 

Standing in the Need of PrayerStanding in the Need of Prayer  
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What’s Happening in the Diocese? 

      The election of the new Suffragan Bishop, the Rev. Canon Susan Goff was held on April 21st 
and her ordination will be at St Paul’s Richmond, with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori leading the service, on July 28th.  

Epiphany’s ECW Card Ministry 

Did you know that our ECW remembers church members and friends with cards for 

special occasions especially our ill or home-bound members?  If you have some greet-

ing cards (of any type) you would like to donate, please bring them into the church 

office or give them to Charlotte Lovelace 

 

           Last Day of Sunday School will be May 20th.    Certificates of 

attendance will be given out that day during the 10:30 service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms  

We are planning a service of Holy Baptism on Sunday, 
June 17th (Father’s Day!)  If you or your child are not 
baptized and would like to take this next step in your 
spiritual journey,  please let Mary+ know as soon as 

possible. 

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Betty Van Valken-

burg & family on the death of her husband, Dave Van Valkenburg, who died on 

Wednesday, April 4th.  A Memorial Service was held on Thursday, April 12th at 11:00 

AM with burial in the St. Francis Memorial Garden.   May his soul and the souls of 

the faithful departed rest in peace. 

The prayers & sympathy of the congregation are extended to Sam Craver & family 

on the death of his wife, Jean Craver, who died on Sunday, April 22nd.   A Memorial 

Service was held on Sunday, April 29th with burial in the St. Francis Memorial Gar-

den.  May her soul and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
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Just the Facts:  

Leadership and Contact Information at  

Church of the Epiphany 

Office address: 8000 Hermitage Rd, Richmond, VA 23228    Phone: 804-266-2503   inquiry@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

The Very Rev. Mary Brennan Thorpe,, Rector                   Cell phone: 804-221-3421      mary@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Lucy Whitlock, Office Administrator                                                   lucy.whitlock@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Vestry 

Gray Corbett, Senior Warden   Patty White, Junior Warden 

            Marty Shephard, Treasurer  

     Ann Henderson, Register  

Tad Blackburn (2012)            Gray Corbett (2012)   

                                      Kathy Jimerson (2012)              Patty White (2012) 

      Carole Noe (2013)             Sandy Ruder (2013)                  

                                                                          Brian White (2013) 

                                    Christine Couturier (2014)             Aggie Gallagher (2014)             

Ann Henderson (2014)                             

 

Office Hours :  

Lucy is in the office Monday through Thursday  from 9 am to 2 pm.   Mary is usually in the of-

fice Monday through Thursday, unless she is out visiting parishioners or attending meetings. 

She can always be reached on her cell phone (221-3421).   

 

 

May the light of God’s blessing, like the Epiphany star, always guide 

you on the path toward Him. 

  


