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Love and the Pursuit of English Tea Biscuits 

A Sermon on the Joy of Giving 

by David H. Knight 

In the Name of God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

My text this morning is from Matthew’s Gospel, that familiar passage in which 

Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 

6:21) 

 There is the story of a young man who, a number of years ago, was 

beginning his first semester in graduate school.  It’s a true story—everything I say 

from this pulpit is true—some of it actually happened.  This young man was 

excited about pursuing his studies, yet on this particular crisp fall day he was, 

perhaps, even more excited about what had happened few months earlier.  In 

July, he had met the love of his life.  Now this was a young man who did not make 

hasty decisions.  The couple had had their first date on a Monday night in mid July 

after they had been working together for several weeks in a summer job in 

Philadelphia.  He knew that night that there was a question he would have to ask 

her, yet he did not want to come across as being too forward so he asked her if 

she would like to go out again on Friday night for dinner.  She said yes.  He was 

ecstatic.  Not being one to rush into things , he waited—he waited the rest of 

Monday night, then all day Tuesday, all day Wednesday,  all day Thursday, and all 

day Friday—taking all the time necessary before asking her that important 

question. Friday night came.  At dinner in a nice restaurant , after all those days of 

waiting it was now time for the question.  And so he asked her,  “Will you marry 

me?” She said yes. They became quietly engaged that night over dinner later 

announcing their engagement to family and friends.   Two years later they would 

be married. 

 Being in love, this young man would do anything of course  to bring her joy.   

Somewhere he learned that she loved English tea biscuits.  Now, he didn’t even 
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know what an English tea biscuit was, but he knew he had to find them so he 

could send some to her at her college here in Virginia.  And so one afternoon he 

left his classes and set out in search for those English tea biscuits.  He went to 

store after store. Nobody seemed to have them.  Finally, down on Route 1 in 

Alexandria he came to a gourmet shop that had them. They came presented in a 

beautiful tin canister and that tin canister itself made the tea biscuits expensive.  

No matter.  Delighted with his find, he bought the English tea biscuits and left the 

store elated. These were for the love of his life and nothing could have  stopped 

him from giving them to her.  Now, 47 years later, I still remember the joy of 

finding those English tea biscuits for Jeannie.  Where my heart was, there my 

treasure followed.  Each of you, I’m sure, could share a story from your 

experience. 

 It is true that where our heart is, there our treasure will follow, yet Jesus 

put an interesting twist on this notion.  The reverse is also true. Jesus said that 

where our treasure is, there our heart will be also. It works `both ways. We put 

our efforts and our money where our heart is, yet we also find that our heart 

follows where we put our money. 

 I have a good friend whose name is Charlie Bryan who is president emeritus 

of the Virginia Historical Society.  Perhaps some of you know him. Charlie has had 

a lot of experience with fund raising for charitable organizations.  Some time ago 

he wrote a column in the Richmond Times Dispatch  in which he cited four 

reasons why Americans give of their money. 

 He first talks about forced giving in which donors are pressured by others 

into making gifts rather than by initiation of those gifts themselves. Guilt can be 

used as a tactic.  For example,  “If you don’t give, the organization will not 

survive.” He cites that forced giving may work in the short run but it is best to 

avoid this tactic. Think about it for a moment: do you  and I find much joy in giving 

to a deficit budget? I don’t think so. 

 Then, Charlie speaks about vanity giving. That’s when you and I give in 

hopes of achieving recognition. It can be a real motivator and can have positive 

results for both the giver and the recipient of the gift. 
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 Then there is duty-bound, or obligatory giving.  The donor feels  a 

responsibility to give to something that has had a positive influence upon one’s 

life or has relieved suffering, either one’s own or that of others. This kind of giving 

is often associated with a donor’s support of an alma mater or one’s church. It too 

can be a positive and worthwhile motivator. 

Then there is inspirational giving  which, Charlie says, is usually the most 

generous and exciting form of giving.  Inspirational giving is often in response to 

one’s belief that what they are giving to is something that is making a difference 

in people’s lives, open to innovation and new ways of doing things while at the 

same time preserving tradition.  Inspirational giving, we would hope, is a 

motivator for each of us to give to our church, for as we read in Paul’s second 

letter to the church gathered in Corinth, “Each of you must give as you have made 

up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

Many years ago now, when I was serving in the Diocese of Western 

Massachusetts, the then Presiding Bishop, John Allin, came and spoke to the 

clergy of the diocese. What he said has  stuck with me ever since.  He spoke of 

how conversations about money  are often avoided in many churches. Talking 

about money becomes the elephant in the middle of the room.  Often clergy think 

that if they talk about money from the pulpit , people will be offended and we will 

become the proverbial skunk at a lawn party.   But, he said, it doesn’t have to be 

that way.  Then there was Bishop Alexander Stewart in that diocese who knew 

human anatomy well and who once remarked that the most sensitive nerve in the 

human body is the nerve that connects the heart to the wallet.  Several years ago 

at our own diocesan council, Clif Christopher, author of the book, Not Your 

Parents’ Offering Plate, said that it is essential that clergy and people in a parish 

have open conversation about money because how we use our money is a 

spiritual matter.   Jesus himself knew that well.  In the gospels alone he talks 

about money more than any other subject—more than 36 times, in fact. 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
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I simply want to share with you about what our giving to the church means 

to Jeannie and me as but only one example.  Each of you will have your own story 

to tell.   This is what seems to work for us:  We have always tried a best we could 

to make a pledge that is a meaningful proportion of our income.  The percentage 

has varied from time to time because of circumstances but we have always tried 

to make our gift as a meaningful proportion of our income.  In making our pledge 

to the church, not only is that gift going to where our heart is, but we also find 

that in turn, our heart follows where our money goes.  It is a joy to make our 

pledge to the Church of the Epiphany  which for this year is $4,160, or 

approximately 5% of our income. It comes out of gratitude, gratitude for God’s 

blessings and for what the church has always meant to us in good times and in 

difficult times. Our pledge to Epiphany comes with gratitude for what our 

relationship to you here means to us now in this present chapter of our lives. We 

want to do our part to help see that this parish flourishes in the days to come. Our 

heart follows where our money to this parish is going. 

Our heart also follows where our money has been going in our pledge to 

the campaign at Virginia Seminary to build the new Chapel for the Ages to replace 

the 1881 Chapel destroyed by fire in October of 2010.  Every month we feel the 

long arm of the seminary reaching into our bank account.  That, among other 

things, has kept our interest in the progress of the construction.  This coming 

Tuesday, Jeannie and I will be going to Alexandria for the consecration of the 

chapel.  It is a joy to be even a small part of this effort through our gift to the 

Seminary that had a profound effect upon my journey in preparation for my 

priesthood and for what the seminary meant to Jeannie and me together during 

my senior year at VTS.  Jesus was right when he said that where our treasure is 

going, so go our hearts as well.  It’s a joy to see that new chapel that has risen 

from the ashes. It is a joy to give to this parish as well.  The evidence is conclusive 

that God wants you and me to experience joy in our giving.  

And so, some things for you and me to ponder as we think about returning 

thanks to God through our pledge for this coming year to the mission and ministry 

of the Church of the Epiphany:  
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Have you and I thought—seriously thought—about why we give, and why 

we make our gift in the form of a pledge to Epiphany? 

What does Epiphany mean to you and to me? How, for example, has 

Epiphany improved the quality of your life? Has this church been there for you at 

a time in your life that made a difference, either during a celebration , or during a 

tough time or a crisis?  Then there follows the question, “How can I do my part 

with my generous gift to empower Epiphany not just to survive but to thrive and 

to move forward? 

I commend to you the theme of your Stewardship Committee, “G-I-F-T-S”, 

that is Generously Increasing Faith Through Sharing, and what the committee 

holds before us all to think about and to act upon when they remind us that part 

of our personal spiritual journey is taking am introspective look at how blessed we 

are, how we came to be so blessed, and how we might respond through our gift 

in the furtherance of the Great Commission and the Mission of our church. 

The other evening I was with a small group of you and we were discussing 

Epiphany’s hope for the future.  One of those present shared a beautiful image, 

one that struck me as incredibly fitting for this congregation. As he was sharing 

that image I thought to myself, “I wish I’d said that—indeed I shall by sharing with 

you what he said.”  He reminded us that at the Feast of the Epiphany, from which 

this parish derives its name, we celebrate the occasion at which God said to the 

shepherds,  “Follow that star to where you will find the infant Jesus.”  They 

followed in faith, not knowing where the journey would lead, risking the unknown 

as they travelled, yet they followed that star and they did not look back. They 

came to where they found the infant Jesus and they experienced great joy.   And 

God said to the magi, “Follow that star to where you will find the infant Jesus , 

and bring your valuables as gifts to the infant Jesus.” And the magi followed that 

star.  They risked the unknown, but they followed that star and they brought their 

gifts and joyfully gave them to the Christ Child.  The Epiphany story has a special 

meaning for us here in this parish this year and in the years to come, for God is 

saying to us, “Follow that star, follow that star!” 
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 Will you join the shepherds and the magi who followed that star to where 

Jesus was born?  Will you join countless others throughout the generations who 

have followed that star and found joy as they offered their gifts back to God for 

what God has given them? Let us find the joy of giving as we invest ourselves in 

the future of this fine parish and let us together follow that star, for as Jesus said, 

“… where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) 

 

 

 

 


