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T H E  V I E W  F R O M  M Y  W I N D O W . . .  

WHO WE ARE:  

The Church of the Epiph-

any is one of 181 parishes 

of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Virginia, which is one 

of 110 dioceses in The 

Episcopal Church (USA), 

one of 44 member 

churches in the worldwide 

Anglican Communion.  

T H E  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  

T H E  S T A R  
July  1,   2012  

A reflection on heartbreak by the poet David Whyte, with whom I will be hiking in 

Ireland next week, is particularly poignant as we talk about grief in the Adult Fo-

rum: “It may be that there is no real life without the raw revelation of heartbreak; 

no single path we can take within a life that will allow us to escape without having 

that imaginative organ we call the heart broken by what it holds and then has to 

let go [...] Realizing its inescapable nature, we can see heartbreak not as the end 

of the road or the cessation of hope, but as the close embrace of the essence of 

what we have wanted or are about to lose. It is the hidden DNA of our relationship 

with life.” This echoes what we have been talking about in book group as we’ve 

wrestled with a chapter on the tragedy of life from Richard Rohr’s book. The very 

things we treasure most only having their fullest and final meaning for us when 

they are lost. And yet, there is the presence of the divine in all of this. We do not 

lose that which we love alone: God is always with us, even when we don’t notice 

the presence of the Holy One with us.  

But knowing that God is with us is only a part of the equation. We are also given 

the opportunity to use what has happened to us, as painful as it might be, to 

change ourselves or others. How do we transform the things that break our hearts, 

that break us open, to make the world a better place? Time and again, as I’ve 

been with people who are struggling with heartbreaking loss, I’ll say, “Okay, how 

are you going to turn all that pain and raw energy to the good? Are you going to 

do something with it and with yourself or are you going to stay stuck sitting in the 

tepid bathwater of sorrow forever?” A little harsh, perhaps, but the transformations 

that I have seen occur when someone takes the pain and reshapes it into work of 

some sort are remarkable. I’ve seen people create charitable foundations to battle 

diseases, I’ve seen victims of violence work to protect others who might be victims 

in the future and to change the ethos of violence in places that seemingly gives 

permission for such things, I’ve seen work in hospitals, prisons, schools, and, yes, 

even in churches.  

Even in our most daunting life experiences, there is also opportunity. We can sit in 

that tepid bathwater or we can get up, dry off, and do something. What should we 

do? That is between each one of us and what has happened to us. Grace helps 

transform pain into purpose, and loss opens up a space for a new understanding of 

what God asks of us. Easy? Of course not. Life-giving? Yes, sometimes in surprising 

ways. Listen for God’s voice in the midst of grief. Transform the pain into possibil-

ity. By God’s grace, it will happen. 

Blessings, 

Mary+ 
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What’s Happening in the Diocese? 

Bishop-Elect Susan E. Goff will be consecrated as Bishop Suffragan 

on Saturday, July 28th at 11 am at St. Paul’s, Richmond.  Presiding 

Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori will preside, and bishops from 

around the nation and the world will participate in the consecration 

and celebration.  All are invited:  If you  are going you should try 

to carpool given the challenge of parking downtown. 

The Vestry met on June 12th. We opened with a Bible study. Some items of note: 

 We continue to do well financially. The deficit at the end of May was $486.57, 

 substantially less than we had anticipated as our deficit at this point of the year.  
 

 Lakeside Summer Nights will start on a Sunday this year (August 5-9) since par-

ents often take their children away for the weekend on Friday afternoons. Jessi-

ca Isemann is directing the program this year. 
 

 The new playground will begin to take shape in the next couple of weeks, as 

Garrett Russell, other Boy Scouts, and interested friends will start the construc-

tion by the nursery. 
 

 The refinancing of the mortgage is complete: this will save us $700 per month 

in mortgage costs, a good thing since we did not have building pledges suffi-

cient to cover the payments and had to find the resources elsewhere. 
 

 The Audit Committee is on track to complete its work within the deadline.  

The Vestry will meet on July 17th at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall. All are welcome to at-

tend. 

Vestry Highlights 
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 New Handbells Coming...  

We are expecting delivery of our new handbells in July.  

The 12 bells, both higher and lower, will give us a four oc-

tave set.   We welcome two new ringers to the handbell 

choir, Lynn Eppes and Stacy Mitchell, and a returning ringer, 

Jeri Townley.  Thanks to all who contributed to the handbell 

fund and all of you who supported the annual Shrove Tues-

day Pancake Suppers.  You made it possible.       

Anita Williams 

                                                                           

          

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lamb’s Basket 
The pantry is in the process of improving their records/criteria of clients served.  They 

will have everyone who seeks help fill out and ‘intake form’, similar to what Henrico 

Social Services uses, and would like several volunteers to review and possibly inter-

view them concerning eligibility.   Those with expertise in this area will be needed and 

asked to work several times a month on either Mondays or Wednesday, while we go 

through this process with current recipients of food.  Please call Lamb’s Basket at 565-

8007, if you are willing to help in this process. 

The pantry also needs to have more people to pick up food donations from various lo-

cations.  Since the donations are usually fairly sizeable, a pick-up truck, van, SUV or 

similar vehicle would be needed.  Again, please call Lamb’s Basket at 565-8007, if you 

are willing to help in this process. 
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The Sr. High Youth Group has been on hiatus but is starting to get back into the swing of 

things.  We will meet on July 8 after church to tie dye t-shirts for our upcoming mission trip.  

Our mission trip this year will run from July 22 –28.  We will be going to Scranton, Pennsylvania 

to work on flood damaged homes.  We have four youth and three adults going.  It is not too 

late to sign up if you are still interested but let either Mary+ or Diana Stone know soon. 

July 8th:  After church tie dye t-shirts for mission trip  (please bring your own t-

shirt to tie dye) 

July 22—28:  Mission Trip to Scranton, Pennsylvania 

Youth Group Happening  

Lakeside Summer Nights 
This year’s edition of our vacation bible school will have a theme of “Babylon—-Daniel’s Cour-

age”.    New this year (in addition to Jessica Isemann directing the program) will be a change in 

nights of the program.  Traditionally, the program has run Monday—Friday.  This year the pro-

gram will run Sunday—Thursday.  This new format will allow families to have time off on the 

weekend following the program.  Jessica has posted a “help needed” sign up sheet on the bulle-

tin board near the kitchen.  Market workers, actors and actresses, props and stage hand will be 

needed.  Also a meals sign-up sheet will be posted for folks to prepare, serve and clean up at 

dinnertime. 

Drivers Still Wanted:   

We could use a few more drivers to pick up Lydia Callaway from her home on the 

corner of Putney and Impala on Sunday mornings for the 10:30 AM service.  We 

are set on folks to drop her off after the service.  She is happy to come a little early 

if you have choir practice or are coming to adult forum.  There is a sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board outside the nursery. 
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   Episcopal Church Women 

Diocese of Virginia 
May 21, 2012 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Episcopal Church Women in the Diocese of Virginia are the source of inspiration and initiative in the mission and ministry of our 
church both locally and throughout the country.  We take great joy in supporting our bishops and our collective vision.   

The Episcopal Church Women have a wonderful tradition in this diocese of providing some of the vestments for newly elected 
bishops.  On April 21st, the Diocese of Virginia elected The Rev. Canon Susan E. Goff as our Bishop Suffragan.   The ECW hopes 
you will support us by contributing to this fund.   The consecration will occur on July 28, 2012 with The Most Rev. Katharine 
Jefferts Schori, presiding bishop, joining us at St. Paul's, Richmond. 

May God continue to bless each of you in your ministry in the Episcopal Church as we strive to serve God. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mary Holly Bigelow      Sharon Nachman 

Co-Chair, ECW Altar Guild      Co-Chair, ECW Altar Guild 

804-285-2598       703-810-8490 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
Diocese of Virginia 

 

Bishop Suffragan Vestment Fund 
 

Please send this form with your check payable to the ECW, Diocese of Virginia to:  
Rose Mary Zellner, 514 James Road, King and Queen Courthouse, VA 23085. 
 
 
Church/Donor:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Region:  ___________________________________________________  Amount: ____________________________________ 
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Pictorial Directory?? 

Since the last church pictorial directory was 

completed by Olin Mills in 2006, many 

members of the congregation have come 

and gone.  A new directory would aid in 

reminding both the new members and us 

older members, of names of families at 

Epiphany.  The Vestry would like your 

feedback as to your wishes of publishing a 

new directory. 

If you would like a directory, we could go 

in two different directions—have a compa-

ny like Olin Mills or Lifetouch come in and 

publish it for us and we would only have to 

“schedule” our families to a set time and 

date.  This would also allow anyone having their pictures taken to purchase a nice, professional 

photograph.  The other option is for several members of the congregation to take pictures on a 

weekly basis until all those wanting their pictures taken were completed, then “cut & paste” the-

se picture into some type of album which we then would have to publish.   

Let your vestry representative know of your wishes when they call in July. 

 

Committee Budget Draft Needed by August 15th 

In order for the Finance Committee and Vestry to get a good overview of the financial needs of 

Epiphany for next year, I am asking all committees requesting funding to hand in a “draft” copy 

of their budget by mid-August.   

The Finance Committee is asking for committees to develop a realistic, yet a “what if we had ex-

tra funds” budget—if additional funds were available, how could we expand our ministries.  The 

committee would also like a full description for each line item of your request.  This will eliminate 

the finance committee having to ask questions to better understand your needs. 

If you have any question s concerning this request, please contact Darel Gallagher, Finance Com-

mittee Chair, or Gray Corbett, Senior Warden. 
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Adult Forum for July 

 July 8 and 15:  Who is the Holy Spirit? What part does the Holy Spirit play with-

in the Trinity, in the world, in the church, in each of us? How do we get to know 

this person and tap into this tremendous vitality given us at Pentecost? Harrison 

Higgins, candidate for the diaconate, will draw upon John V. Taylor’s book, The 

Go-Between God, as he leads the discussion. Taylor says, “The chief actor in the his-

toric mission of the Christian church is the Holy Spirit. He is the director of the 

whole enterprise. The mission consists of things that he is doing in the world. In a 

special way it consists of the light that he is focusing upon Jesus Christ.”  

July 22: General Convention 2012: a recap of what happened in Indianapolis on Ju-

ly 5-12 and what it means to us at the Church of the Epiphany, the larger Anglican 

Communion, and the world. Mary+ will lead this session. 

July 29: A New Bishop – discussion of the consecration of our new Bishop Suffra-

gan, Susan Goff, what happened at the consecration, and what her role will be 

now. 

Grab a cup of coffee and join us! 

Men’s Bible Study —Taking a Break!  

 No Men’s Bible Class for the Summer.  See you in September 

when we will start back again on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday at noon! 

 

Book Group meets on Mondays @ 11:00 AM in the parlor, and they are doing  a 

series on  Richard Rohr’s “Falling Upward:  A Spirituality for the Two Halves of 

Life” .   
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Worship Leaders for  July 

10:30 Ushers:  Beth Lassiter, Aggie Gallagher, Shirley Hughson, Diana Stone 

Counters:  Chuck & Dottie Strabley, Shirley Hughson 

July 1 — Pentecost  5 

Altar Guild: 
Betty Fore,  Marietta Spring,  

Susan Josenhans 

8:15—Holy Eucharist  

Usher: Walter Reid 

Reader: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Harrison Higgins 

10:30—Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Randy Holden, H. Higgins 

Prayers: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Sarah Fore, Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: 
Megan Tignor,  

Stephanie Holden 

Greeters: Gray Corbett, Ann Henderson 

July 22 — Pentecost 8 

Altar Guild: Jean Riddick, Charlotte Lovelace 

8:15 AM—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Chris Tignor 

Reader: Harrison Higgins 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

10:30 AM —Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Sarah Fore 

Prayers: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Sarah Fore, Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: 
Sarah Elionai,  

Hana Elionai 

Greeters: Brian White, Patty White 

July 8 — Pentecost 6 

Altar Guild: 
Joyce Melton, Karen Holden, 

Carol York 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Herb Williams 

Reader: Harrison Higgins 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

10:30—Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Sarah Fore 

Prayers:  

Chalice: 
Herb Williams, Harrison  

Higgins 

Acolytes: 
Stark Gallagher,  

Lucas Couturier 

Greeters: 
Aggie Gallagher, Christine 

Couturier 

July 29 — Pentecost 9 

Altar Guild: 
Kathy Jimerson, Melba Shumaker, 

Pam Pegram 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Chuck Strabley 

Reader: Gray Corbett 

Chalice: Harrison Higgins 

10:30—Holy Eucharist 

Lessons: Randy Holden 

Prayers:  

Chalice: Sarah Fore, Harrison Higgins 

Acolyte: 
Sara Lassiter,  

Camille Wood 

Greeters: Tad Blackburn, Carole Noe 

July 15:  

 Pentecost 7 

Altar Guild:   

Dottie Strabley,  

Lucy Whitlock, 

Connie Neal 

 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: George Baynes 

Reader:  Ann Schaefer 

Chalice:  Harrison Higgins  

10:30—Holy Eucharist    

Lessons:  

Ann Schaefer 

    

Prayers: 

Gray Corbett 

Chalice: 

Ann Schaefer,  

Acolytes:   

Hunter Mitchell, 

Ava Whittlesey 

Greeters:   

Sandy Ruder, 

Kathy Jimerson 
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Fellowship Activities 

 

Want to go to Brunch? 
 Sunday, July 29th,  after the 10:30 service  

the ‘lunch brunch group’ will be going to 

Cracker Barrel, 3620 Mayland Ct. off Gaston Road.   

If you are interested please contact Jean Riddick, 264-0935,  

or call Lucy in the  office, 266-2503  

 

Sit N Stitch gatherings  

will take a rest during the summer months, join us when we start 
back again in September on the 4th Tuesday, September 25th @ 

7:00 PM in the parlor. 

 Congratulations to all Graduates! 
Jeremy W. Gilbert graduated from Lee Davis High School on June 16th.   Jeremy is 

the son of Robin Dunn & Thomas Gilbert and the grandson of Pat & Buddy Dunn.  He 

will be attending Johnson Wales University in North Miami, Florida majoring in 

Sports/Entertainment/Event Management with a concentration in Golf Management.  

Kristen Baird graduated from Savannah College of Art & Design, Summa Cum 

Laude with an outstanding Achievement Award.  Kristen is the daughter of Chuck & 

Liz Baird and the granddaughter of Sarah Fore. 

Know that our prayers & good wishes go with you as you take this 
next step on your journey.  
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New Member Interview 

Jim and Lynne Eppes 

Jim and Lynne Eppes came to Epiphany in late 2011.  They have lived in North
ern Virginia, where they attended The Falls Church, and in Fredericksburg, 
where they attended The Church of the Messiah.  They now live in Mechan
icsville. 

The Eppes have been married for almost 44 years.  They have two children; 
Thomas, who lives nearby with his family, and Marie, who passed away in 2006.  
Their grandson is 7 years old. 

Jim is retired from the federal government, and Lynne is a retired teacher and 
linguist.  They have many interesting hobbies.  Jim enjoys sailing on Colonial 
square riggers and Lynne rings hand bells and plays cards with a group.  They are 
both involved with English country dancing….at least Jim is at the moment.  
Lynne is still recovering from an injury she received while dancing in January. 

When asked what brought them to Epiphany, their reply was the hand bell 
choir!  They specifically wanted a church that had one.  And when asked what 
they liked best about Epiphany, our hospitality and friendliness were several of 
many reasons they gave.  As they said, “A church either has it or it doesn’t.”   

Many thanks to Jim and Lynne for making Epiphany their new church home! 

Eagle Scout Project 

Garrett Russell, an Epiphany acolyte and rising senior at Glen Allen HS  is building a new 

playground at Epiphany as his Eagle Scout Project.  The cornerstone of the project is a fence 

to surround the playground outside the nursery.   

We are asking for help to install the fence over two Saturdays in July.  On July 14
th
, we will be 

installing fence posts and on Saturday, July 21
st
, we will be installing the panels.   

Please consider volunteering three hours of assistance.  We will be working from 9:00 AM to 

3:00 PM on both days.  In addition to Epiphany volunteers, Scouts from Garrett’s troop will al-

so be assisting.  If you can participate, please let me know what time works for you. 

Thanks, 

Scott Blackwell 
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Happy Birthday 

 

July 1 Patty White 

July 2 Peggy Wilson 

 Jessica Isemann 

               Christina & Carlos Cadavid 

July 4 Gail Wood 

July 5 Julia Campus 

July 6 Jennifer Whitlock 

July 10 Debbie Jones 

July 13 Skip Choate 

July 14 Carol Campus 

July 15 Matthew Holden 

July 17 John Stone IV 

 Anne Hampton 

July 19 Marietta Spring 

               Terri Cadavid  

July 20 Kiden Joye Kenyi 

July 21 Carol York 

 

 

July 25 Karen Whitlock Sheppard 

July 26 Madison White 

 Stark Gallagher 

July 28 Celia Joy Dolci 

July 31 Chuck Strabley 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 

 

July 1 George & Suzanne Elmore 

 Hugh & Rosemary Rawlins 

July 15 Don & Betsy Walsh 

July 16 Brian & Kim White 

July 18 John & Diana Stone 

  

  

Days of Blessing in JulyDays of Blessing in July  

Those who are ill or have special needs: 

In Our Parish Family:  Carol Burley,  Carl Burley, Ray Hampton,  Peggy Adleman, Sarah Jenkins, Dottie Strabley, Marian Noe, Sue Rasmussen, 

Lynne Eppes,  Dot Hudson,  Martha Jenkins, Marietta Spring, Cynthia Miller, Carol McElhinney, Jackie Martin 

Those in Care Facilities or Homebound especially:  

Mary Ruder, Roseanne Stockwell, Ruth Williams and Juliet Wynne 

Those Serving in the Armed Forces especially:  

Matt Guyer, David Hoffert, Daniel Keefe, Patrick Lineberry, Caitlin Mitchell, Bryan Murphy, Michael Stone, Billy Tucker,             

Andrew Smith, Ryan Casey, and Chris Tuck 

Prayers for those preparing for the  birth of a child:    Matt & Leslie Guyer, Matt & Jessica Colvin 

Prayers for family & friends: 

Kathryn Cook-friend of Connie Neal,  Katie Phillips—friend of Kristin Carver,  Rebecca Miller—friend of Marietta Spring,  Leah & Terri—friends 

of Aggie Gallagher,  Dorothy Hoffecker—aunt of Diana Stone, Donna Dumas—friend of Sarah Jenkins, the extended Kenyi family in Sudan,  

Jay—husband of Jill Mitchell,  Rona Fisher—friend of Jessica Ruder,  Lisa Binmoeller—friend of Diane Major, Mary Stockdell—daughter-in-law of 

Susan Josenhans,  Heather—friend of Melissa Durrer, Stuart & Jean Swink—sister & brother-in-law of Irene Morris, Jeniffer Sodill—friend of Ka-

ren Holden, Kent Jenkins—brother of Sarah Jenkins,  Maya Fitts—granddaughter of Ron & Paula Fitts,  Aubrey Phillips—friend of Bob & Kathy 

Jimerson,  Selethia Ann Riley—niece of Ann Schaefer, Shirley & Gary Peper—sister & brother-in-law of Lucy Whitlock, Nick McDaniel & family—

friend of Rebekah Donovan, Josie—wife of Paul Dolci, Becky Smith—friend of Melba Shumaker, Jeff Eppes—brother of Jim Eppes, Gayla Jones– 

Karen Holden’s sister, Conrad Lawrence—Aggie Gallagher’s brother, Anne Stockdell-Giesler—daughter of Susan Josenhans, Janie Dowdy-friend 

of Doug Thorpe, Gary Peper– Lucy Whitlock’s brother-in-law. 

Prayers for the departed:   Bea Byrd—mother of Lauryn Boyd   

Standing in the Need of PrayerStanding in the Need of Prayer  
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Congratulations to… 

Jamal Galvin Brunt & Erica Loren Glasper who were mar-

ried here at Church of the Epiphany on Saturday, June 16, 

2012.  Erica is the daughter of Loren Glasper and the grand-

daughter of Joyce Melton.  May their home be always a ha-

ven of blessing & joy! 

 

 

 

Welcome!  

We welcome through Baptism, Sunday, June 17th  

Ezra James Axselle, son of Dack & Jennifer Axselle  

and Evan Tyler Back & Eli Nicholas Back, children of 

John & Shannon Back. 

Our Sympathy  

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Lauryn Boyd & family on the 

death of her mother, Bea Byrd, who died on Sunday, June 17th.  A Memorial Service was 

held on Saturday, June 30 at 2:00 PM with burial in the St. Francis Memorial Garden.  May 

her soul and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
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Just the Facts:  

Leadership and Contact Information at  

Church of the Epiphany 

Office address: 8000 Hermitage Rd, Richmond, VA 23228    Phone: 804-266-2503   inquiry@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

The Very Rev. Mary Brennan Thorpe,, Rector                   Cell phone: 804-221-3421      mary@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Lucy Whitlock, Office Administrator                                                   lucy.whitlock@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Vestry 

Gray Corbett, Senior Warden   Patty White, Junior Warden 

            Marty Shephard, Treasurer  

     Ann Henderson, Register  

Tad Blackburn (2012)            Gray Corbett (2012)   

                                      Kathy Jimerson (2012)              Patty White (2012) 

      Carole Noe (2013)             Sandy Ruder (2013)                  

                                                                          Brian White (2013) 

                                    Christine Couturier (2014)             Aggie Gallagher (2014)             

Ann Henderson (2014)                             

 

Summer Office Hours :  

Lucy is in the office Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  from 9 am to 12 noon.   Call before 

stopping by to make sure someone is here to let you in.   Mary is usually in the office Monday 

through Thursday, unless she is out visiting parishioners or attending meetings. She can always 

be reached on her cell phone (221-3421).   

 

 

May the light of God’s blessing, like the Epiphany star, always guide 

you on the path toward Him. 

  


