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T H E  V I E W  F R O M  M Y  W I N D O W . . .  

WHO WE ARE:  

The Church of the Epiph-

any is one of 181 parishes 

of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Virginia, which is one 

of 110 dioceses in The 

Episcopal Church (USA), 

one of 44 member 

churches in the worldwide 

Anglican Communion.  

T H E  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  

T H E  S T A R  
February  1,  2012   

At Diocesan Council this past weekend, our Bishop talked about the blessings of being part of a 

large diocese. We have so many resources, so many gifted people, so many faithful followers 

of the Lord here in the Diocese of Virginia! We have relationships with other provinces of the 

Anglican Communion,  we help other dioceses when they are in trouble, we are a model of 

grace in difficult times ourselves.  

He’s right. There is much to be grateful for, and much to celebrate. A recent court victory 

means that the diocese is closer to restoring the church homes of several parishes whose 

members left the Episcopal Church and affiliated with the Convocation of Anglicans in North 

America (CANA). The bishop outlined his plans to create a team of people who will consider the 

best way to deal with these properties in ways that grow our mission.  

We continue to have exciting opportunities for mission—being Christ’s hands and feet in the 

world—both at home and abroad. New people are being ordained for ministry in the church—

ten to be ordained priests, including Amy Spagna, our summer seminarian, and three to be 

ordained to the vocational diaconate. Our church leaders are advocating for public policy that is 

congruent with that Jesus taught us.  

Much is happening in this diocese, and it is a time of hope and inspiration.   

This diocesan work sometimes feels invisible to us. As Herb Williams, Epiphany’s lay delegate 

to Council said, “I had no idea all the things they were doing and the great staff they have.” 

We sometimes forget how the diocese supports us and is a resource for us, and at those times 

we may grumble a bit about sending part of our funds to the diocese. But consider this: 27% 

of the funds the diocese receives goes to mission outside ourselves, both domestically and in-

ternationally. The diocese makes sure we stay on the straight and narrow in our business prac-

tices, and provides us resources to get our message out. It supports parishes when they are 

struggling, and advises parishes in transition.  

The Church of the Epiphany has pledged $8000 to the diocese in this year’s budget. This is an 

increase over last year, when we gave $7740, and represents just over 4% of our budget.  It 

seems sad that we cannot do more, that we cannot meet the Biblical standard of tithing—10%- 

in our giving to the diocese. Other dioceses do a mandatory assessment ; our giving is volun-

tary. As a result, our diocese has much less resources to do all we  and they wish they could 

do. It is my fervent hope that we can continue to increase our diocesan pledge year over year, 

until we meet that 10% mark.  For that to happen, and to continue to grow our own programs, 

we also need to consider our own giving to Epiphany. If you haven’t pledged, please do so. If 

you have and have the means to do so, consider increasing your pledge by a percentage point. 

It will help Epiphany, it will help the Diocese, and it will help the kingdom  of God in more ways 

than you can imagine. 

Blessings- 

Mary+ 
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  Vestry Highlights Vestry Highlights 

 

From Your Senior Warden 

Let’s Make 2012 a Banner Year for Epiphany 

On a number of occasions last year we looked for ways to advertise our wonderful place of worship.  The Vestry and other members 

of the congregation brainstormed ideas which would bring those looking for a church to our address here on Hermitage Road.  We 

discussed the possibility of a chicken BBQ, a fish fry, a hotdog and hamburger cookout for the neighborhood, and an outdoor movie 

with popcorn – anything that would be inviting to someone searching for a Christian experience.   

We are in the process of locating any and all of the banners we have had made over the years to identify which banners we would 

need to make to advertise some of the ideas we might want to try.  The group decided to make a basic banner saying “The Church 

of the Epiphany invites you to” and then make smaller banners to fit on the larger banner to advertise our events.  After the initial 

cost of the two large banners, we would only need to purchase the more affordable smaller banners for the individual events.  

The banners would announce our yard and bake sales, vacation bible school, Sunday school and other special events or church ser-

vices we have planned.  We are also planning on placing notices in the “religious news” section of the local newspaper. 

If you know where any of the old banners are located, please contact myself, Mary or Patty White, our Junior Warden.  

Gray Corbett 

 

The Vestry meeting was held on  January 10, 2012. The meeting commenced at 6:30 pm with Bible Study. This is a rela-
tively quiet time in the parish, now that the holidays are over, but we still addressed several items.  

 We noted that although we ended the year with a loss, it was less than we had planned for and we are pleased 
with the financial condition of the church at this time.  We are exploring refinancing the mortgage on the church 
addition since rates are quite low. Scott Blackwell and Mary+ were charged with the responsibility of continuing to 
pursue that. 

 A revised budget was passed, based upon our pledges. Pledge numbers are down slightly, since we lost several 
faithful members of the church in 2011, but we have also  received pledges from several new members, for which 
we are grateful. 

 We are appreciative of Randy Holden’s hard work over the past few years as Stewardship Chair. He is ready to pass 
the torch to a new chairperson, so we are looking for a suitable person to replace him.  

 Epiphany will host this year’s  LARCUM Wednesday Lenten Series, beginning on February 29th. 

 It is possible we will be a site for one of the people who are training to be vocational deacons; we will know more 
about this later in the springtime. 

 We elected Gray Corbett for a second year as Senior Warden, Patty White as Junior Warden, and Ann Henderson 
for a second year as Register. 

The Vestry retreat  was held a week later; we decided that our primary focus this year will be on growth, brainstorming 
some new events and methods to reach new potential members. Signage for special events, mailings to new home 
buyers in the area, and kid-friendly activities were discussed.   

The Vestry is excited about the possibilities in the year ahead and encourages everyone to bring a friend to church with them for a 
warm Epiphany welcome! 

 

Submitted by Patricia Ann Henderson, Register 
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February Parish Calendar 
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The Sr. High Youth group on January 22nd, held their  Book ‘N Bake sale and sold 

casseroles for their mission trip.  Thank you for your support to the tune of 

$187.00.   Our next Book N Bake sale will be on March 25th!  

Friday, February 10 will be their lock-in here at the church.  More details to follow. 

Sunday, February 26th after the service they will have lunch and a movie! 

Senior High Youth Group news 

Pledge Cards:  It’s not too late to turn in a pledge card for the year 

2012.  Please do get those cards in so we can do even more with our 

budget for this year. 

LENT IS COMING 

Plan on attending church for Ash Wednesday (February 22). We will have a noontime service here at 

Epiphany, or you can come to our interfaith service at Lakeside United Methodist Church at 7 pm. Do put 

our LARCUM Lenten Series on your calendar– Epiphany will host this series of Forums on how we live 

into Jesus’ instruction to care for the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the oppressed, the imprisoned. 

Come for a simple supper at 5:30 and stay for the program and a brief worship service. Be fed both 

physically and spiritually! 

Lamb’s Basket 

The need for help with food continues to be great for those with limited re-

sources, so your donations of nonperishable food items is particularly needed 

right now.  You might consider donating diapers, baby wipes, and infant for-

mula, since Lamb’s Basket also gives out these items.  

LAMB’s Basket would like to thank each and every one for supporting the food 

pantry.  Please accept this acknowledgement of gratitude for the entire year 

of 2012.  We just could not exist without you!  So, with your help, we will 

continue steadfast in 2012 that “none shall go hungry’.   Thank you and we 

hope you have a wonderful year! 
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From:  Sarah Fore, Mary Griffith, Keith McMurdo 

C hrist centered Epiphanites, 

H elp grieving families, 

A rrange for 

R efreshments, as 

L oving family members, 

E mbrace all who come while 

S miling through their grief! 

 

M cMurdos 

c ongregated with 

M agruders 

U nited by the passing of the 

R egent of the clans - 

D onning his celestial robes of 

O range and Blue of UVA 

Thanks Be to God!     Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

 

Thank You!!  

 
Congratulations! 

Vestry officers for the year 2012: 

Sr. Warden, Gray Corbett;  Jr. Warden, Patty White; 

Register, Ann Henderson; Treasurer, Marty Shephard 
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A Closer Look at…. 

      Sunday School 

Our Sunday School is a many-faceted thing! We have programs for pre-schoolers, for elementary-age stu-

dents, for middle schoolers, and for senior high youth...and not all of them meet on Sundays. 

On Sunday morning at 10:15 the “littles” and the elementary kids meet in the classrooms under the par-

ish hall for their classes. Right now, the elementary kids are studying the parables in movies, in study, 

and in crafts. Their teachers are Kathy Jimerson and Gail Wood. 

The little ones meet with teachers April Craver and Karen Tucker and learn Bible stories, do crafts and 

sing and play together.  

Some middle schoolers are helpers for the Sunday School. The whole middle school group often has activ-

ities that meet after church on Sunday, such as exploring the cardinal works of mercy through service to 

others, such as cleaning up the Memorial Garden, visiting some homebound parishioners, walking the 

homeless dogs at BARK, and going fishing. The Middle School girls meet for their own devotional with Ka-

ren Holden, learning that you can be a fun person as well as a good Christian even with all the challenges 

of middle school. 

For those young people who are ready for confirmation,  there is a preparation retreat weekend in De-

cember with Mary+ to learn more about what it means to make a mature confession of faith. It’s always a 

mix of fun and faith, with the opportunity to make communion bread, watch movies that help us under-

stand growing up and being a child of God, hide-and-go-seek breaks, and prayer and the Eucharist. 

Many of our senior high students participate in worship as acolytes, helping to make our worship a joyful 

experience. They also live out their faith by going on mission trips to help others. This past year we went 

to Tazewell in southwestern Virginia, rebuilding trailers and homes of elderly and poor people. We raised 

money year round through Book n’ Bake Sales to fund the trip. In 2012 we will go to central Pennsylvania 

to do similar work. 

 

So what does this all mean for you, if you’re not a parent or a kid? First, pray for our children and our 

teachers. Second, volunteer to help out. All our teachers could use a hand, and you don’t have to do it 

every Sunday if you don’t want. Once in a while would be great! Third, support our youth by buying 

books or baked goods, and support our kids by encouraging them to be at church and at Sunday School. 

Remember what Jesus said? ““Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 

of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 

little child will never enter it.” (Mark 10:14-15)  Jesus expects us to love and encourage our children in 

their faith, and you’re a big part of that! 
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 Adult Forum for February  

We will begin a series of sessions on the apostles— 

who they were,  

what we know about them,  

what are the legends that have developed around them, and  

what their lives have to say to us today.   

Please join us in the Parlor on Sundays at 9:30 AM for this series. 

Women’s Bible Study  

The group has just wrapped up its study of the Gospel according to Luke and is tak-

ing a hiatus for the Lenten season.  During this time, all are encouraged to participate 

in the Wednesday Evening Lenten reflection series that will be hosted by Epiphany 

and shared by the clergy and members of the churches in the Episcopal, Lutheran, 

Roman Catholic and United Methodist traditions. 

Men’s Bible Study   

We will meet twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th  Tuesday of each month.   That will be February  14th   

and 28th at noon, in the parish hall.   Bring a bag lunch and your Bible, and let’s get to work! 

What’s Happening in the Diocese? 

The annual meeting of our Diocese, Diocesan Council, was held  the last weekend in January In 
Reston, Virginia. This was the  final council for Suffragan Bishop David C. Jones, who will re-
tire at the close of Council, and there was a celebration of his ministry. Candidates for 
Suffragan will be announced on February 3rd, and then there will be “walkabouts,” or 
meetings where we can meet the candidates, throughout the diocese in March. In Rich-
mond, there will be a walkabout session at St James on March 23rd from 7-9:30 pm. There 
will be an election of the new Suffragan on April 21st and ordination will be at St Paul’s Rich-
mond, with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori leading the service, on July 28th. We 
will have an adult forum to explain the nature of what a suffragan bishop is and the whole 
process in detail later this month. 
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Worship Leaders for  February   
10:30 Ushers:  Scott Blackwell, Milton Jenkins, Paul Jones, Noel Elionai 

Counters:   

February 5—Epiphany 5 

Altar Guild: Kathy Jimerson, Melba Shumaker, Pam Pegram 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Chris Tignor 

Reader: Tad Blackburn 

Chalice: Tad Blackburn 

10:30—Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Sarah Fore, Gray Corbett 

Prayers: Gray Corbett 

Chalice: Brian White, Sarah Fore 

Acolytes: 
Melissa Durrer, Hana Elionai,  

Catherine Cadavid, Sarah Elionai 

Greeters: Brian White, Sandy Ruder 

Nursery: Ann Poates, Caroline Couturier 

February 19—Last Sunday after Epiphany   

Altar Guild: Joyce Melton, Karen Holden, Carol York 

8:15 AM—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Tad Blackburn 

Reader: Gray Corbett 

Chalice: Gray Corbett 

10:30 AM —Holy Eucharist 

Lessons: Sarah Fore, Brian White 

Prayers: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer, Sarah Fore 

Acolytes: 
Garrett Russell, Ava Whittlesey,  

Camille Wood, Madison White 

Greeters: Christine Couturier, Aggie Gallagher 

Nursery Scott Blackwell, Dwight Ludwig 

February 12—Epiphany 6 

Altar Guild: Betty Fore, Marietta Spring 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Chuck Strabley 

Reader: Brian White 

Chalice: Brian White 

10:30—Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Jeri Townley, David Tuck 

Prayers: Gray Corbett 

Chalice: Gray Corbett, Ann Schaefer 

Acolytes: 
Stark Gallagher, Caroline Couturier,  

Lucas Couturier, Sara Lassiter  

Greeters: Carole Noe, Patty White 

Nursery: Carol Campus, Mary Kenyi 

February 26—Lent 1  

Altar Guild: Dottie Strabley, Lucy Whitlock, Connie Neal 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Walter Reid 

Reader: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

10:30—Holy Eucharist 

Lessons: David Tuck, Jeri Townley 

Prayers: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Herb Williams, Ann Schaefer 

Acolyte: 
Stephanie Holden, Zack Nixon,  

Bailey Nixon, Hunter Mitchell 

Greeters: Tad Blackburn, Ann Henderson 

Nursery: Cheri Blackwell, Terri Cadavid 
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Fellowship Activities 

 

Want to go to Brunch? 
 Sunday, February 19th, after the 10:30 service  

the ‘lunch brunch group’ will be going to  

 Calabash Restaurant, 7514 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville   

If you are interested please contact Jean Riddick, 264-0935,  

Or call Lucy in the  office, 266-2503  

 

 

 Shrine Mont Spring Yardsale 

Spring cleaning?  Need to get rid of some slightly used stuff?  The Shrine Mont Com-

mittee will be hosting a yardsale on Saturday, April 28th from 8 AM to noon.  Bring 

your slightly used, unbroken items to the parish hall anytime between now and Fri-

day, April 27th.  Children’s clothes are acceptable.  Please, no books! 

You’re Invited: 

To a 50th wedding anniversary party in honor of Herb & Anita Williams!  

 It will be on March 17th,  3-6 PM at the Hermitage Country Club.  Please 

RSVP by March 2nd to their daughter Stephanie at aslsrutledge@verizon.net 

Book sale & signing! 
Rosemary Rawlins, author of Learning by Accident, will discuss her newly pub-

lished memoir about caregiving and resilience, on Monday, February 6th from 12:30—

2:00 PM at the University of Richmond.  Free and open to the public.  Books will be 

available for sale and signing.  Event registration at spcs.richmond.edu/osher/

events.html 
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The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Cory Isemann and 

family on the death of his grandfather, J. Nick Lewis who  died on Monday, January 2nd 

in Rocky Mount, N.C.   To Mike Young and family on the death of his father, Harvey 

Young who died on Sunday, January 8th.   To Lauryn Boyd on the death of her father, 

Francis Byrd who died on Friday, January 27th.  A Memorial Service will be held on 

Sunday, February 12th at 2:00 PM with burial in the St. Francis Memorial Garden. May 

their souls and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 

Congratulations to...  

Patrick & Deb Lineberry on the birth of their daughter, Hope Isla Lineberry, born on January 

16th.  She weighed 7 lbs. 2 ozs.  Both mom & baby are doing well.  The very proud grandparents 

are Michael & Cheryl Lineberry.   

 

Matthew & Heather Vinson on the birth of their daughter, Vera Mercy Vinson, born on January 

8th.  The very proud great-grandmother is Sarah Fore. 

 

Stephen Jones who was awarded his PhD in psychology and has accepted the manager position 

at Sarah House, a social model hospice in Santa Barbara, California.  Please keep him in your 

prayers. 

Thank You,  Thank You 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in our father’s church family who in 

any way ministered to him either before or after his death in November.   

To  those who brought communion to him—for the Altar flower—to those who assisted at his 

funeral—many thanks! 

To all the ladies & gentlemen who prepared and/or served the lovely meal after his funeral 

we wish to extend our thanks.   

What a comfort all of you have been to our family — Your gift of love, kindness and hospitali-

ty has meant so much to all of us.  God Bless you All! 

The family of Ed Williams 
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Happy Birthday 

 

February 1 David Tuck 

 Ann Schaefer  

February 6 Sandy Tignor 

 David Van Valkenburg IV 

February 9 Kathy Jimerson 

February 12 Billy Tucker 

 Adam Facetti 

February 14 Chip Dunn 

February 18 Deborah Chenault 

 Ron Fitts 

 Yartu Grigsby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 19 Charlotte Lovelace 

 Jeff Strabley 

 Penny Johnson 

 Jay Tucker 

February 21 Patrick Scoggin 

February 22 Marty Shephard 

 Catherine Cadavid 

February 24 Lauryn Boyd 

February 25 Paul Hampton 

 Joyce Whitlock 

February 26 Lucy Whitlock 

 Robert Rasmussen  

 Gift Elionai 

 

February Anniversaries 

February 24  Charles & Judy Poindexter  

Days of Blessing in FebruaryDays of Blessing in February  

Those who are ill or have special needs: 

In Our Parish Family:  Carol Burley, Dave Van Valkenburg, Carl Burley, Ray Hampton,  Jean Craver,  Peggy Adleman, Sarah Jenkins, Dottie 

Strabley, Marian Noe , Sue Rasmussen, Lynne Eppes. 

Those in Care Facilities or Homebound especially:  

Bea Byrd, Elizabeth Davis, Roseanne Stockwell, Ruth Williams and Juliet Wynne 

Those Serving in the Armed Forces especially:  

Matt Guyer, David Hoffert, Daniel Keefe, Patrick Lineberry, Caitlin Mitchell, Bryan Murphy, Michael Stone, Billy Tucker, Matthew 

Smith, Ryan Casey, and Chris Tuck 

Prayers for the birth of a child:    Hope Isla  Lineberry, Vera Mercy Vinson  

Prayers for family & friends: 

Kathryn Cook-friend of Connie Neal,   John Renner — friend of Dot Hudson & Carol York,  Eric Schardt & Steve Bazemore—friends of Scott 

Blackwell,  Katie Phillips—friend of Kristin Carver,  Gloria Jones—mother of Kim White, Rebecca Miller—friend of Marietta Spring,  Leah & Ter-

ri—friends of Aggie Gallagher,  Dorothy Hoffecker—aunt of Diana Stone, Donna Dumas—friend of Sarah Jenkins, the extended Kenyi family in 

Sudan,  Jeremy Smith—sister-in-law’s son-in-law of Herb Williams & Melba Shumaker, Jay—husband of Jill Mitchell,  Rona Fisher—friend of Jessi-

ca Ruder,  Lisa Binmoeller—friend of Diane Major, Mary Stockdell—daugher-in-law of Susan Josenhans, Rose Woodell—friend of Kathy & Bob 

Jimerson,  Heather—friend of Melissa Durrer, Stuart & Jean Swink—sister & brother-in-law of Irene Morris, Jeniffer Sodill—friend of Karen Hold-

en, Ethel Eule- friend of Anne Poates. 

Prayers for the departed:   Francis Byrd ( Lauryn Boyd’s dad),  J. Nick Lewis (Cory Isemann’s grandfather),  Harvey Young (Mike Young’s dad) , Caroline Reed (friend of 

Mary+) 

Standing in the Need of PrayerStanding in the Need of Prayer  
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A Resolution Passed By the 217th Diocesan 

Council in  Honor of Mr. Mac 

Whereas, Charles Edward McMurdo departed this life on December 31, 2011 at the age of one hundred and 

five and a half, to be welcomed at the heavenly banquet table; and 

Whereas, Charles McMurdo was born on July 31, 1906 on his family’s ranch, Sagemore, in Wilsall, Mon-

tana; and 

Whereas “Mr. Mac” came east to attend the University of Virginia in 1925, completing his undergraduate 

and graduate degrees in engineering in 1930, and was at his passing the oldest living alumnus of the Uni-

versity of Virginia; and 

Whereas, he was an faithful and active Episcopalian and a member of The Church of the Epiphany, both at 

its Hanes Avenue location and its present location in Lakeside in Henrico for eighty-one years, the parish 

where he met and married his wife Louise and where he raised his family; and 

Whereas he served as Superintendent of the Sunday School, Vestryman, Warden, and Trustee of the parish 

as well as delegate to Region XI; and 

Whereas he served as the first president of Region XI; and 

Whereas he was the first layperson to serve as a chalice-bearer in the parish; and 

Whereas he attended church every Sunday without fail until the last few weeks of his life, walking up to the 

altar rail to receive the Holy Eucharist; and 

Whereas his faithful witness in worship and in service inspired and formed several generations of parish-

ioners at the Church of the Epiphany; 

now therefore be it 

Resolved, that this 217th Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia expresses its heartfelt 

gratitude to God for the life, ministry, witness and friendship of Charles Edward McMurdo, beloved 

teacher, wise counselor, and friend and mentor to generations of members of the Church of the Epiphany; 

and be it further 

Resolved, that we extend to his family, his parish and his friends, our love, sympathy and prayers; and be it 

further 

Resolved, that this Council directs the secretary of the Diocese to forward to Sarah McMurdo Fore, Keith 

McMurdo, and Mary McMurdo Griffith a copy of this resolution. 
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Just the Facts:  

Leadership and Contact Information at  

Church of the Epiphany 

Office address: 8000 Hermitage Rd, Richmond, VA 23228    Phone: 804-266-2503   inquiry@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

The Very Rev. Mary Brennan Thorpe,, Rector                   Cell phone: 804-221-3421      mary@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Lucy Whitlock, Office Administrator                                                   lucy.whitlock@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Vestry 

Gray Corbett, Senior Warden   Patty White, Junior Warden 

            Marty Shephard, Treasurer  

     Ann Henderson, Register  

Tad Blackburn (2012)            Gray Corbett (2012)   

                                      Kathy Jimerson (2012)              Patty White (2012) 

      Carole Noe (2013)             Sandy Ruder (2013)                  

                                                                          Brian White (2013) 

                                    Christine Couturier (2014)             Aggie Gallagher (2014)             

Ann Henderson (2014)                             

 

Office Hours :  

Lucy is in the office Monday through Thursday  from 9 am to 2 pm.   Mary is usually in the of-

fice Monday through Thursday, unless she is out visiting parishioners or attending meetings. 

She can always be reached on her cell phone (221-3421).   

 

 

May the light of God’s blessing, like the Epiphany star, always guide 

you on the path toward Him. 

  


