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F R O M  O U R  I N T E R I M  R E C T O R . . .  

WHO WE ARE:  

The Church of the Epiph-

any is one of 181 parishes 

of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Virginia, which is one 

of 110 dioceses in The 

Episcopal Church (USA), 

one of 44 member 

churches in the worldwide 

Anglican Communion.  

T H E  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  

T H E  S T A R  
August,  2015  

Dear Friends, 

First of all, we are grateful that Lucy Whitlock’s hip surgery in June went so 

well and that she is now back with us in her office.  Our thanks to Karen Hold-

en and Lauryn Boyd who covered the office while Lucy was away. This is a 

very caring congregation in so many ways. 

While the summer pace here, as in most churches, has been more relaxed, 

nonetheless some good things have happened and work has been going on 

to prepare for the fall and year ahead.  Your Stewardship Committee has 

been at work preparing  for our campaign to support the mission and minis-

try of the parish for the coming year.  Your Worship Committee has contin-

ued its work and had a fruitful  initial meeting with Ellen Johnston from the 

Center for Liturgy and Music at Virginia Theological Seminary. The Search 

Committee continues its important task and thanks to you all, has received 

over 90 responses to the questionnaire which is an excellent response!  Your 

Audit Committee has completed this year’s audit report with recommenda-

tions which has been received at the diocesan offices as required. Attend-

ance at services, given that it is summer has been good.  It was the right deci-

sion to maintain our regular schedule of the two services!   

On Sunday, August 2, we had the treat of having Ellen Johnston  of the Cen-

ter for Liturgy and Music return to be with us to lead us in a short hymn sing 

during the offertory. We are now looking forward to Ellen’s return on 

Wednesday evening, September 23, for an all parish dinner and time with 

Ellen to sing together and explore hymns in our new Wonder Love and Praise  

hymnals that you as a congregation so generously provided for the pews. 

On Sunday, August 16, we will join parishes across the Diocese of Virginia as 

well as the two other Virginia Dioceses in an observance of the 50th anniver-

sary of the martyrdom of Jonathan Myrick Daniels, a seminary student at the 

Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass. On August 14, 1965,   
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Jonathan was killed in the streets of Hayneville, Alabama at the height of the Civil Rights Movement while 

protecting a young African-American woman, Ruby Sales, from a gunshot blast meant for her.  Since  1991, 

Jonathan Daniels has been commemorated  in our church calendar.  His day of commemoration is actually 

August 14. Our Bishop Shannon will be participating in a pilgrimage marking this 50th anniversary in Alabama 

from Montgomery to Haynesville itself on August 14-15.  I ask that you keep our bishop and all those  partici-

pating in this pilgrimage in your prayers.  And I ask that you be present with us here at Epiphany on the fol-

lowing Sunday for this observance of the Anniversary of Jonathan Daniel’s sacrifice in witness to God’s call  

to us to strive for justice. The struggle for justice continues. 

Finally, a word about these diverse times in which we live.  Recently over lunch, one of you made  an astute 

observation about these times in which we live when you said, As the world becomes more diverse, how can 

we expect to be in agreement on everything in the church?”  I am once again reminded of a statement pub-

lished by the Episcopal Church in 2009 which says in part, “A mark of our Episcopal Tradition is that we cele-

brate our unity in Christ while honoring our differences, always putting the work of love before uniformity of 

opinion.”  

I continue to be grateful to all of you who, in so many ways, are part of our shared ministry here at Epiphany. 

Faithfully, 

David H. Knight, Interim Rector 

For Sunday, August 16 

An American Martyr: Jonathan Myrick Daniels (1965) 

Bishop Shannon Johnston has designated Sunday, August 16, as a day of commemo-

ration marking the 50th anniversary of the Martyrdom of Jonathan Myrick Daniels, a 

seminary student killed in the streets of Hayneville, Alabama while protecting a 17-

year-old African-American woman, Ruby Sales, from a shotgun blast. Bishop Shannon 

has asked parishes in the Diocese of Virginia to join in a commemoration of one of 

our most inspiring witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the past five decades. 

Our services here at Epiphany will mark this anniversary with special lessons and 

prayers.  At 9:00 between the services there will be a showing of a documentary, 

“Here Am I, Send Me: The Journey of Jonathan Daniels” in the parlor. This is a pow-

erful film and will help to set the tone for our observance here. You can also see this 

documentary film on the internet at https://vimeo.com/14117023.  

Please plan to be with us on Sunday, August 16 for this important observance and be 

sure to view the video either on your own computer beforehand  or here at church at 

9:00 on the 16th. 

https://vimeo.com/14117023
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August Parish Calendar 
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A new year of Sunday School starts in September and we need to replenish our supplies.  Next 

time you are out shopping please pick up a few things for our “young ministers”!   

Some suggestions are: 

Colored construction paper, colored pencils, scotch tape, scissors andy kinsds of markers, cray-

ons, white paper, poster board, pencils, scotch tape, scissors, glue sticks, any kinds of markers, 

crayons, white paper, poster board, pencils,  or any other craft or classroom item you think 

would spark creativity.   

After we study a Bible lesson, we always do a craft to reinforce the lesson.   

Thanks in advance for your help. 

            Sunday School  

Fund Raiser for Outreach Donation: 
 

A donation of 20 Bamboo Cutting boards has been made to Epiphany as a fund 
raiser for the Outreach program.  The cutting boards are made in the US and are 
engraved with “Give us this day our daily bread”.  The boards are $20.00 with all 
the proceeds going to Outreach.  Get yours before they run out!  Lucy will have 
them available in the office. 

In Appreciation… 

Bob’s family and I would like to thank the entire church family for the prayers and support 

that we received at his passing and at his funeral.  A special thanks to David for his calm as-

surance and leadership in helping to plan and conduct the funeral and to Harrison for his par-

ticipation and guidance in the service.  Also, a huge thank you to those who helped with the 

service and the wonderful reception.  Your kindness and generosity of spirit were greatly ap-

preciated on such a difficult day. 

Many blessing to all of you, 

B. J. Giannini 
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Sympathy 
 

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to B.J. Giannini & family on the death of her 
husband, Bob Giannini who died on Thursday, July 16. 

Also to Scott Blackwell & family on the death of his father, Robert Clyde Blackwell who died on Wednes-
day, August 5.  

 May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.  

Save the Date: 

October 30 – November 1 

Epiphany Family Retreat at Shrine Mont  

Sign-up will start soon so mark your calendar for  

this weekend of family fun! 

 

Epiphany Search  

Committee Prayer:  
 O God, who is always with us, especially in time of 

transition, God of love and patience and giver of 

every good gift, guide us, we pray, and awaken in 

us a sense of your presence, as we journey togeth-

er in search of our new rector.  We pray for the 

priest whose name is yet known to you alone, that 

he or she be open to your call.  All this we pray in 

the name of the Father who created us, the Son 

who redeemed us and the Holy Spirit who sustains 

us.  Amen. 

Special Thanks to Karen Holden 

and her back up, Lauryn Boyd 

for keeping the office in tip top 

shape while I was home recuper-

ating from hip replacement.  A 

Tip of the hat to both of them! 

I would also like to thank the 

congregation for all their pray-

ers, cards, calls and concern dur-

ing my hip replacement and 

while I was recuperating at 

home.  I really appreciate all 

your support and prayers as they 

certainly helped with my healing 

process!  

 Love y’all,  

Lucy 
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“Stewardship” 
The Stewardship Committee met on July 1, 2015 to work on plans for stewardship and the ingathering.  
We are working on establishing a timeline to accomplish our plans and we have been looking at shortening 
the time between the pledge cards going out and ingathering.  Plans are also in the works to make the 
pledge card available to be filled out online.   Another idea we are developing/working on is getting the 
youth involved in stewardship.  As we work through our ideas we will keep you updated via the newsletter.  
Our next meeting will be August 5, 2015 at 7 PM. 

 

Faith-”Full”-ness 

1 Kings 17-13:  And Elijah said to her, “Do no fear, go and do as you have said, but make me a small 
cake from it first…” 

We have all heard this bible story of Elijah and the widow throughout our lives.  Elijah had run out of food 
and water and the Lord sent him to Zarephath where he would find a widow who would meet his needs.  
Elijah did not hesitate to respond to the Lord’s command to go and as he came to the town he saw a wid-
ow gathering sticks so she could build a fire knowing that with the little supplies she had left this was going 
to be the last meal she and her son would have.  We can feel her fear of what was to come and here is 
Elijah asking for first some water and then a cake (loaf of bread) for himself.  The ladies are all thinking I 
know how she feels; here is company coming to dinner and how do I make what I have on hand stretch to 
feed an extra mouth.  In this case all the widow had was a handful of flour and a little oil; barely enough to 
make a cake to feed her son one last mal with maybe some crumbs left over for herself.  Now here was 
this prophet asking her to feed him not only with them but even before they had their portion.  Stop here 
and read chapter 17 of 1 Kings if it has been a while since you heard or read the story.  Can you feel what 
must have been going through this poor woman’s mind? 

But here is where the story gets good because Elijah encourages her to look beyond her circumstances to 
God’s provisions telling her that the jar of flour nor the oil will be used up.  Elijah is asking her to be faithful 
in following what the Lord has asked of her.  She has to be thinking that this is crazy talk, but she goes and 
does as Elijah asks. 

She had a choice to either trust God’s provision or to protect the little food she had on hand and provide 
for her son.  She chose to step out in faith and feed Elijah and the flour and oil lasted beyond that night.  
We are not told how many more nights they were able to eat but are lead to believe the widow was taken 
care of until her son was grown and could support her. 

When God prompts us to serve, it’s easy to focus on our resources instead of His.  It is so easy to list our 
lack of resources and forgot to count our blessings.  We forget that everything we have comes from God, 
and he is faithful in always supplying our needs.  Elijah asked the widow to set aside fear and to serve 
based on her faith in the God she was serving and she was greatly rewarded.  Let us emulate the widow 
and put our trust in the Lord to provide for our needs as we provide for others. 

 

Blessings, 

Ann Henderson 

Stewardship Chair 
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Thank You Letter from VIPCare 
Dear David: 

On behalf of Virginia Institute of Pastoral Care’s clients and staff, we thank you and the Episco-

pal Church of the Epiphany for the contribution of $2,000.00 dated June 16, 2015.  Your sup-

port for the Counseling Aid Fund ensures that clients seeking pastoral counseling will receive 

service regardless of their ability to pay. 

In 2014, VIPCare provided more than 1,500 hours of counseling to clients who required finan-

cial assistance.  VIPCare is able to continue our commitment to these children 4+, teenagers, 

young adults, families, couples, adults and seniors 65+ through the generous support of con-

gregations like Epiphany.  We are grateful that Epiphany chose to support VIPCare’s counseling 

work to residents of Greater Richmond. 

Please let us know if there is anything that VIPCare can do to serve the Church of the Epiphany 

or its members, now or in the future. 

Best regards, 

 

Douglas M. Thorpe, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

 

Worship Committee News 
David, grateful thanks to you for putting us in good hands while you were on vacation.  Our guest priests brought 
us inspiration, wisdom, and energy, (where does Bill Wells get all that energy?).  And thanks to those who put to-

gether a very memorable July 5th service.  The tribute to our country’s birthday was beautiful and the arrangement 
of America and of Amazing Grace were both, well amazing! 

Blessing of the Backpacks will happen on Sunday, September 6th, the Sunday before school starts. 

On Wednesday, September 23rd, we will have a supper and sing along lead by Ellen Johnston, save the date and 

watch for details to come. 

Please continue to bring food for Lamb’s Basket.  You may bring donations anytime, you may add them to the wag-
ons as they go down the isle on the Second Sunday of each month. 

Please feel free to bring your ideas to the worship committee, we welcome all input to continue to make the best 
use of this time of transition. 

Worship Committee:  Cheri Blackwell, Lauryn Boyd, Gray Corbett, Kathy Jimerson, Susan Josenhans, Anita Williams 

and David Knight. 
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August 16— 

 Pentecost 12 

Altar Guild:   

Jeannie Riddick, Debbie 

Crawford, Charlotte 

Lovelace 

 

8:15 Holy Eucharist 

Usher: 

Tad Blackburn 

Reader: 

Sam Craver 

Chalice: 

Harrison Higgins 

10:30—Holy Eucharist    

Lessons:  

Buddy Dunn 

Prayers:  

Chalice:  

Herb Williams, 

Harrison Higgins 

 

Acolytes:  

Alex White,  

Austin White 

  

Greeters:   

Joyce Melton, 

Sam Craver 

Nursery: 

 

 

 August 2— Pentecost 10 

Altar Guild: 
Joyce Melton, Karen Holden, 

Randy Holden 

8:15—Holy Eucharist  

Usher: Kim Ruder 

Reader: Lauryn Boyd 

Chalice: Harrison Higgins 

10:30 AM—Holy Eucharist   

Lessons: David Tuck 

Prayers:  

Chalice: Stacy Mitchell,  Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: Hana Elionai, Gift Elionia 

Greeters: Susan Josenhans, Jeff Pegram 

Nursery:  

 August 9—Pentecost 11 

Altar Guild: 
Dottie Strabley, Lucy Whitlock, 

Lauryn Boyd 

8:15—Holy Eucharist  

Usher: Chuck Strabley 

Reader: Gray Corbett 

Chalice: Harrison Higgins 

10:30 AM—Holy Eucharist   

Lessons: Stacy Mitchell 

Prayers:  

Chalice: Buddy Dunn,  Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: 
Claudia Abernathy, Logan Aber-

nathy 

Greeters: Gray Corbett, Irene Temple 

Nursery:  

 August 23—Pentecost 13 

Altar 

Guild: 

Kathy Jimerson, Mel Shumaker, Pam 

Pegram 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: George Baynes 

Reader: Ann Schaefer 

Chaliice:: Harrison Higgins 

10:30 AM—Holy Eucharist 

Lessons: Gray Corbett 

Prayers:  

Chalice: Gray Corbett, Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: Lucas Couturier, Drew Gilbert 

Greeters: Buddy Dunn, Susan Josenhans 

Nursery:  

 August 30—Pentecost 14 

Altar Guild: 

Betty Fore, Susan Josenhans, 

Barbara Johnson 

 

8:15—Holy Eucharist  

Usher: Mike Nicholas 

Reader: Randy Tucker 

Chalice: Harrison Higgins 

10:30 AM—Holy Eucharist   

Lessons: Randy Holden 

Prayers:  

Chalice: David Tuck, Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: Camille Wood, Morgan Green 

Greeters: Jeff Pegram, Patty White 

Nursery:  

 

Worship Leaders for  August 

10:30 Ushers:  Scott Blackwell, Milton Jenkins, Paul Jones, Brian White 

Counters:  Gray & Frosine Corbett 
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Fellowship Activities 

 

Want to go to Brunch in August? 
Sunday, August 16TH,    

the ‘lunch brunch group’ will be going to lunch at 

 Olive Garden,  7113 W. Broad Street.  

If you are interested please contact Jean Riddick, 264-0935,  

or call Lucy in the  office, 266-2503  

Stephanie Holden’s COLLEGE address:  

Bridgewater College 
402 E. College Street 

Box 1047 
Bridgewater, VA  22812 

Stephanie would certainly love mail! 

Hugh, Rosemary & Rita Rawlins new address: 

Dear friends, 

Hugh & I are finally settle in Nags Head, NC with Rita.  It’s been quite an adjustment, and we 

are still getting settle, but it’s nice living a half mile from the ocean.  Leaving Richmond was 

hard, but we will always hold a special place in our hearts for Richmond and everyone at 

Epiphany who stood with us through many hard times, always lifting us up in prayer and 

friendship.  Please stay in touch!  

 Here is our new address:              2507 S. Bridge Lane 

       Nags Head, NC  27959 

 

Home Phone:  252 715-4468 

With gratitude and our wishes to you for all the blessings life can bring. 
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Men & Boys Corporate Communion 

Sunday, September 27 

Due to popular demand, the ‘Men & Boys Corporate Communion’ will be held on 

Sunday, September 27th.  All the ‘guys’ of the church are invited to gather at the 

8:15 service and then move on to a wonderful breakfast and program in the par-

ish hall at 9:15. 

Our speaker this year will be Mr. Howe Rice, who owns and operates 4 Chick-

Fil-A restaurants in Richmond.  Howe will be talking about ‘making your work 

your mission’.  Among other topics, he will discuss the schools he has helped to 

build in Niger, Africa. 

Please register on the sign-up sheet in the narthex or call the office, 266-2503. 

FREE SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Wednesday, September 9th @ 6:00 PM 

(Donations to the church will be appreciated!) 

Join us for a meal and an informational presentation on  

‘WILLS, TRUSTS AND PLANNED GIVING” 
 

The discussion will be conducted by a leading estate planning attorney Melanie M. 

Lee.  This information is important for adults of any age.  Please feel free to invite 

friends and family members.  Know that your assets are protected through your life-

time—and when the time comes, they will be properly transferred to your loved ones 

or favorite charity with no probate or delay. 

 PROTECT your assets from nursing home costs! 

 SAVE estate taxes—give your money to your family! 

 PRESERVE your money for your children and charitable causes! 

 DECIDE what you want with a Living Will and Health Care Directives 

Children are Welcome! 
 

Reserve now with Lee Law Office at (804) 204-1500 or online www.mleelaw.com 

Call the Church of the Epiphany at 804 266-2503 

Sign up at Church! 
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Happy Birthday 

 

August 1 Megan O’Toole 

August 2 Morgan Green 

August 3 Tillie Freeze 

August 5 Bob Jimerson,  

 David Knight 

August 8 Jessica Strabley Colvin 

August 10 Preston Durrer 

 Landon Rutledge 

August 11 Suzie Wasiluk 

August 12 Mary Thorpe 

August 13 Randy Tucker 

August 18 Harley Rae Colvin 

August 22 Emma Elizabeth Turner 

August 24 John Sarvay 

August 25 Sarah Elionai 

August 26 Brody David Colvin 

 

 

 

 

August 27 Elizabeth Jones Wolf 

 Cheri Blackwell 

 Chuck Boyles  

August 28 Eric Ludwig 

August 31 Ginny Van Valkenburg 

 

 

 

August Anniversaries 

August 1 April & Gerald Craver 

August 14 James & Stacy Mitchell 

August 15 Mike & Donna Young 

August 17 Jeff & Pam Pegram 

August 18 Bryan & Catherine Turner 

 

Days of Blessing in AugustDays of Blessing in August  

Those who are ill or have special needs: 

In Our Parish Family:  Dot Hudson, Dottie Strabley, Walter Reid,  Bob Jimerson,  Carol Burley,  Robin Gilbert,  Pat Clarke, Jenn Whitlock,  Lucy 

Whitlock;   

Those in Care Facilities or Homebound especially:  

Peggy Adleman,  Carl Burley, Sarah Fore, Ray Hampton, Ray Lovelace,  Connie Neal, Marietta Spring, Juliet Wynne;  

Those Serving in the Armed Forces especially:  

Matt Guyer, Amanda Hoffert, David Hoffert, Patrick Lineberry, Dennis Miller, Caitlin Mitchell, Bryan Murphy, Billy Tucker and Andrew Smith. 

Prayers for family & friends: 

Prayers for Healing, Wholeness, Comfort, Guidance, and Safe Travel:    Mary Stockdell—daughter-in-law of Susan Josenhans,  Becky Smith—

friend of Melba Shumaker, Jeff Eppes—brother of Jim Eppes,  Conrad Lawrence—Aggie Gallagher’s brother,  Gary Peper—Lucy Whitlock’s 

brother-in-law,  Bucky Turner—friend of Jenn Whitlock,  Rick Lawrence —Jan Lawrence’s son,  Luke Murphy—Ray & Charlotte Lovelace’s great-

grandson, James McCoy—Sue Rasmussen’s friend,  Bill Wells—friend of Sarah Jenkins,  Carl Powell—brother of Shirley Hughson,  Mary Anna 

Phillips—friend of Sue Rasmussen,  Braton Shewey—husband of Nancy Shewey, Elsie Corbett—Gray Corbett’s mother,  Karen Clements—friend 

& coworker of Anne Hampton,  Jay Poston — friend of Susie Wasiluk, Tracie Rose—Denise Russell’s cousin, Linda Haurdicort—Friend of Aggie 

Gallagher & Denise Russell, Mary Lou Scary—Chuck Strabley’s sister,  Karen Rood—sister of Jeri Anne Townley, Carolyn Holden —Randy Hold-

en’s mom,  Robyn Morris—friend of Karen Holden, Joe Serrano—John & Diana Stone’s nephew, Dave Holsapple—friend of Stacy Mitchell,  Nan-

cy King—Saundra King’s sister-in-law, Mary Moyer—friend of B.J. Giannini, Phoebe Huskins—Mike Nicholas’ cousins granddaughter, Hope Line-

berry—Cheryl Lineberry’s granddaughter, Carroll Wade—friend of Karen & Randy Holden, Beth Ford—friend of Susie Wasiluk, Suzanne 

Scary— Chuck Strabley’s niece, Charles McKann—friend of Mike Nicholas, David Wood—Harry Wood’s brother, Dawn Fenwick—aunt of Jeri 

Anne Townley, Leslie Gilbert—cousin of Jeri Anne Townley, Emma M.—friend of Gail & Camille Wood.  

Prayers for the departed:   Bob Giannini, Robert Clyde Blackwell 

Standing in the Need of PrayerStanding in the Need of Prayer  
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Just the Facts:  

Leadership and Contact Information at  

Church of the Epiphany 

Office address: 8000 Hermitage Rd, Richmond, VA 23228    Phone: 804-266-2503   inquiry@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

The Rev. David Knight, Interim                 804 389-7188 (cell) 

The Rev. Deacon Harrison Higgins, IV, Deacon                                                                                        804 355-5501 ( Cell)   

Lucy Whitlock, Office Administrator                                                   lucy.whitlock@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Anita Williams, Music Director 

Timon Kenyi, Sexton 

Vestry 

Buddy Dunn,  Senior Warden   Irene Temple,  Junior Warden 

            Marty Shephard, Treasurer  

     Sam Craver,  Register  

Kristin Carver (2015)          Sam Craver (2015)   

Joyce Melton (2015) 

Buddy Dunn (2016)           Patty White (2016) 

Irene Temple (2016)     

Gray Corbett  (2017)           Susan Josenhans (2017) 

Jeff Pegram (2017) 

 

Summer Office Hours :  

Lucy is in the office Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  from 9 am to 12 noon.   Call before 

stopping by to make sure someone is here to let you in.    

 

 

May the light of God’s blessing, like the Epiphany star, always guide 

you on the path toward Him. 

  


