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T H E  V I E W  F R O M  M Y  W I N D O W . . .  

WHO WE ARE:  

The Church of the Epiph-

any is one of 181 parishes 

of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Virginia, which is one 

of 110 dioceses in The 

Episcopal Church (USA), 

one of 44 member 

churches in the worldwide 

Anglican Communion.  

T H E  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  

T H E  S T A R  
August  1,  2012   

“How do you write a sermon?” It’s a common question – I hear it almost every Sunday! 

It’s not easy to answer, because every week is different. The lectionary gives us the read-

ings for each Sunday, and they are usually at least marginally related to each other. Some-

times they are centered around a particular special day on the Church calendar, like Christ-

mas or Easter. Sometimes they are part of a sequence of passages from a particular gospel 

(as in Ordinary Time, which we are experiencing now) or a stage of life of the Church (as 

with the stories from Acts of the Apostles which we heard earlier this year.) 

But regardless of the text, the preacher’s task is not easy. In any given sermon, she must 

ask herself, “What is the Spirit saying to God’s people today?”  

For me, I usually begin with some meditation on the readings – this happens on Monday, if 

it hasn’t happened earlier. I often use a Scripture reading method called “Lectio Divina,” 

which directs us to read the text several times, listening for a particular word that attracts 

our heart, then a phrase, then seeking out how it touches us or instructs us. Sometimes a 

particular word rubs me the wrong way, and I feel compelled to do some research to find 

out what alternative translations might be for it. Sometimes a text is just plain confusing to 

me. Often I will go back and read part or all of it in the original Hebrew or Greek, or read 

other translations.  

Usually the Holy Spirit is guiding me toward a deeper understanding that needs to be shared 

with others. In the course of meditating on the passage during the week, stories may bubble 

up in my memory that apply to the text, or a friend may share his view of it in a way that is 

helpful.  

I am praying and hoping for a “hook,” some phrase or image that will help me to make clear 

what we are hearing. Sometimes this comes easily, and the sermon flows like watercolor on 

smooth paper. Sometimes every word is a struggle. 

There are usually several draft versions before I think I am done. No preacher is ever com-

pletely satisfied with a sermon, and always thinks afterwards “I wish I had said this or that.” 

But the remarkable thing is that the work of writing a sermon often yields unexpected re-

sults.  

What I think I said is often not what you hear. The Holy Spirit is at work, even as I deliver a 

sermon. On occasion, you hear what you need to hear, not what I meant to say. It’s a hum-

bling thing to those of us who write sermons that it isn’t about us or our gifts, it is about 

what the Spirit determines what you need. And that gives me a sense of relief (I’ve got 

help) as well as a deep and abiding sense of responsibility (please, Lord, let my words not 

get in the way!) 

How long does writing the sermon take? Anywhere from two to ten hours. Anywhere from 

the blink of an eye to a lifetime. It is, after all, something that happens in God’s time, not 

mine, for which I am very grateful. 

Blessings,   Mary+ 
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What’s Happening in the Diocese? 
Bishop-Elect Susan E. Goff was consecrated as Bishop Suffragan on Saturday, 

July 28th at 11 am at St. Paul’s, Richmond.  Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 

Schori presided, and bishops from around the nation and the world participated 

in the consecration and celebration.  We offer our congratulations to +Susan, 

who served until recently as Canon to the Ordinary in this diocese, and also 

had served as rector of St. Christopher’s, Springfield and Immanuel Old 

Church, Hanover.  

 

 

 

What’s Happening in the Larger Church? 
 

 

 

The 77th General Convention of the The Episcopal Church (USA) 

was held in Indianapolis in early July. Key items of note were ap-

proval of a trial liturgy for blessing of same-sex unions for those 

parishes and dioceses who wish to do this, changes to the discipli-

nary canons, a decision to not comment on a proposed Anglican 

Covenant, and support for the Palestinians in their desire for an in-

dependent state. GC is held every three years, and a delegation of 

deputies including lay persons and clergy is elected at our diocesan 

council to participate.  

 

 

There was no July Vestry meeting. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 14 at 

6:30 pm. As always, all are welcome to attend and observe! 

Vestry Highlights 
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 New Handbells Are Here...  

We received our new handbells in July.  The 12 bells, both higher 

and lower, will give us a four octave set.   We welcome two new 

ringers to the handbell choir, Lynn Eppes and Stacy Mitchell, and a 

returning ringer, Jeri Townley.  Thanks to all who contributed to 

the handbell fund and all of you who supported the annual Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Suppers.  You made it possible.       

Anita Williams                                                             

Sunday School helpers wanted   
Our children’s Sunday School will begin again in September and we are fortunate to 

have a fine group of teachers...but they could use some helpers.  You don’t have to 

sign up for every Sunday, but if you could volunteer for a few Sundays during the 

program year, that would be a help.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the youth bulle-

tin board in the hall near the parish hall. 

 

Episcopal 101:   

Are you an adult interested in being confirmed in your faith, or if you were already 

confirmed, in being received officially into the Episcopal Church?  If so—or if you just 

want to learn more about our history, approach to the Bible, theology and liturgy—let 

Mary+ know.  We will begin our preparation series, Episcopal 101, on Wednesday 

evenings in mid-September. 

Lamb’s Basket 
Request from the Board of Lamb’s Basket.  Items needed by the pantry: boxes or cases of cereal 

($11.80 per case/ten boxes per case).  If you prefer that Lamb’s Basket do the shopping, please send a 

check to cover these charges.  Applesauce– unsweetened $14.98 per case; Beef Stew– $11.94 per case; 

Rice—$14.10 per case; Spaghetti—$10.88 per case; Spaghetti Sauce, low sodium—$12.14 per case.  

Thank you!   



The Star—August   

5 

The Sr. High Youth just returned from a mission trip to Wyoming, PA where we helped three 

families who were affected by the flooding of the Susquehanna River.  Most of our group 

worked on putting up drywall, doing mud and tape, sanding drywall and Stark Gallagher was 

sent out to work on porch replacement.  The youth group looks forward to putting together a 

presentation in the fall about our mission work.  We hope to have a date soon. 

We would like to go to Water Country USA in August. We are still working on a date that works 

for everyone.  Please check the youth group facebook page for details coming soon. 

We will start back up with our Book ‘N Bake sale in September. 

We will be starting a school supply drive for Holladay Elementary beginning in September to be 

delivered to the school close to the Christmas holiday.  Please keep an eye out for details. 

            Sr. High Youth Group News

Lakeside Summer Nights—Sun. August 5—Thurs. Aug. 9 
This year’s edition of our vacation bible school will have a theme of “Babylon—-Daniel’s Cour-

age”.    New this year (in addition to Jessica Isemann directing the program) will be a change in 

nights of the program.  Traditionally, the program has run Monday—Friday.  This year the pro-

gram will run Sunday—Thursday.  This new format will allow families to have time off on the 

weekend following the program.  Jessica has posted a “help needed” sign up sheet on the bulle-

tin board near the kitchen.  We need lots of kids to make this a great success! 

Drivers Still Wanted:   

We could use a few more drivers to pick up Lydia Callaway from her home on the 

corner of Putney and Impala on Sunday mornings for the 10:30 AM service.  We 

are set on folks to drop her off after the service.  She is happy to come a little early 

if you have choir practice or are coming to adult forum.  There is a sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board outside the nursery. 
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Did you know that... 

 

 Printed copies of sermons are available in the narthex on the small table to the left of the doors of the 
church. Bring them to a friend who couldn’t come to church, or take one to reflect upon at home! 

 Something weighing your heart down? Mary+ is always ready and willing to talk. If you need a refer-
ral to someone who can give you more intensive help, she has a number of fine professionals and or-
ganizations she can tell you about. 

 New friends are always welcome in our many committees—just ask someone who works on one of the 
committees how to get involved. And if you want to take a committee for a “test drive,” there is no rule 
that says you must remain with that committee. Experiment and see what feels right to you! 

 Your children are well cared for and protected as they participate in activities in the church—all su-
pervising adults must take the diocesan prevention of misconduct classes before they can serve in such 
a capacity. 

 Membership can be as simple as just walking in the door, or can be more formal. If you are coming 
from another Episcopal or Lutheran church, we can ask for a letter of transfer from your former 
church. If you have come to us from another denomination, we encourage you to take Episcopal 101, 
our fun and informative series that helps you understand our traditions, history, and understanding of 
our relationship with God. This will prepare you for the sacrament of Confirmation or for reaffirma-
tion of faith when the Bishop visits in January. If you have not yet been baptized and you want to take 
this step in your faith journey, talk to Mary+. 

 Giving to support the work of the Lord is something we view as a joy, not an obligation. We encourage 
folks to give “first fruits” to God, not “leftovers.”  Figure out what percentage of your income is what 
you will give to God—the Biblical tradition is 10 percent, but it is between you and God what you can 
do. We make it easy to fulfill your pledge by offering E-Giving, an online safe and secure method to set 
up one-time or automatic monthly charges to your checking account or to your credit card. 

 All are welcome—no exceptions. We like what a church in Florida included in their bulletin:  

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, filthy rich, dirt poor, yo no habla 
Ingles. We extend a special welcome to those who are crying newborns, skinny as a rail or could afford to lose a 
few pounds. 

We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like our pastor who can’t carry a note in a bucket. You’re 
welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up or just got out of jail. We don’t care if you’re more Catholic 
than the Pope, or haven’t been in church since little Joey’s Baptism. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing 
up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, 
junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having prob-
lems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion,” we’ve been there too. 

If you blew all your offering money at the dog track, you’re welcome here. We offer a special welcome to those 
who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted to go 
to church. 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer 
right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid or got lost in traffic and wound up here by mistake. We 
welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, bleeding hearts … and you! 

 

Got more questions? We are ALL happy to answer them! 
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Pictorial Directory?? 

Since the last church pictorial directory was completed by Olin Mills in 2006, many members of 

the congregation have come and gone.  A new directory would aid in reminding both the new 

members and us older members, of names of families at Epiphany.  The Vestry would like your 

feedback as to your wishes of publishing a new directory. 

If you would like a directory, we could go in two different directions—have a company like Olin 

Mills or Lifetouch come in and publish it for us and we would only have to “schedule” our families 

to a set time and date.  This would also allow anyone hav-

ing their pictures taken to purchase a nice, professional 

photograph.  The other option is for several members of 

the congregation to take pictures on a weekly basis until all 

those wanting their pictures taken were completed, then 

“cut & paste” these picture into some type of album which 

we then would have to publish.   

Let your vestry representative know of your wishes when 

they call soon. 

 

 

Committee Budget Draft Needed by August 15th 

In order for the Finance Committee and Vestry to get a good overview of the financial needs of 

Epiphany for next year, I am asking all committees requesting funding to hand in a “draft” copy 

of their budget by mid-August.   

The Finance Committee is asking for committees to develop a realistic, yet a “what if we had ex-

tra funds” budget—if additional funds were available, how could we expand our ministries.  The 

committee would also like a full description for each line item of your request.  This will eliminate 

the finance committee having to ask questions to better understand your needs. 

If you have any questions concerning this request, please contact Darel Gallagher, Finance Com-

mittee Chair, or Gray Corbett, Senior Warden. 
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Adult Forum for August 

In the month of August we will explore Celtic spiritu-

ality.  So much of what we cherish in our Anglican 

tradition actually derives from the more ancient spir-

ituality of Ireland and Scotland.  In the month of Au-

gust, we will explore the history and the theology of 

that part of the Christian world.    Meet Mary+ in the 

parlor each Sunday at 9:30 to learn more! 

 Grab a cup of coffee and join us! 

Men’s Bible Study —Taking a Break!  

 No Men’s Bible Class for the Summer.  See you in September 

when we will start back again on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday at noon! 

 

Book Group meets on Mondays @ 11:00 AM in the parlor, and they are doing  a 

series on  Richard Rohr’s “Falling Upward:  A Spirituality for the Two Halves of 

Life” .   
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Worship Leaders for  August 

10:30 Ushers:  Scott Blackwell, Milton Jenkins, Paul Jones, Noel Elionai 

Counters:  Wayne & Lucy Whitlock 

August 5 — Pentecost 10 

Altar Guild: 
Betty Fore,  Marietta Spring,  

Susan Josenhans 

8:15—Holy Eucharist  

Usher: Tad Blackburn 

Reader: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Harrison Higgins 

10:30—Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Randy Holden, Cheri Blackwell 

Prayers:  

Chalice: Herb Williams, Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: 
Madison White, 

Alex White 

Greeters: Aggie Gallagher, Ann Henderson 

August 19 — Pentecost 12 

Altar Guild: Dottie Strabley, Lucy Whitlock, Connie Neal 

8:15 AM—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Herb Williams 

Reader: Ann Schaefer 

Chalice: Harrison Higgins 

10:30 AM —Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Cynthia Miller, Gray Corbett 

Prayers: Cynthia Miller 

Chalice: Cynthia Miller, Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: 
Garrett Russell,  

Zach Nixon 

Greeters: Kathy Jimerson, Patty White 

August 12 — Pentecost 11 

Altar Guild: Joyce Melton, Karen Holden, Carol York 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: Walter Reid 

Reader: Harrison Higgins 

Chalice: Ann Schaefer 

10:30—Holy Eucharist  

Lessons: Sarah Fore 

Prayers:  

Chalice: Gray Corbett,  Harrison Higgins 

Acolytes: 
Melissa Durrer,  

Bailey Nixon 

Greeters: Christine Couturier, Brian White 

August 26 — Pentecost 13 

Altar Guild: Jean Riddick, Charlotte Lovelace 

8:15—Holy Eucharist 

Usher: George Baynes 

Reader: Gray Corbett 

Chalice: Harrison Higgins 

10:30—Holy Eucharist 

Lessons: Cynthia Miller, Sarah Fore 

Prayers: Cynthia Miller 

Chalice: Sarah Fore, Harrison Higgins 

Acolyte: 
Stark Gallagher,  

Caroline Couturier 

Greeters: Sandy Ruder, Aggie Gallagher 
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Fellowship Activities 

 

Want to go to Brunch? 
 Sunday, August  26th,  after the 10:30 service  

the ‘lunch brunch group’ will be going to 

Joy Garden Restaurant, 2918 W. Broad Street.   

If you are interested please contact Jean Riddick, 264-0935,  

or call Lucy in the  office, 266-2503  

 

Sit N Stitch gatherings  

will take a rest during the summer months, join us when we start 
back again in September on the 4th Tuesday, September 25th @ 

7:00 PM in the parlor. 

 Congratulations! 
Patrick Scoggin, son of Jeff & Anne Scoggin, and grandson of Roseanne Stockwell, 

has signed on with the Atlanta Braves baseball organization!  Patrick is a pitcher and 

has played for the Virginia Tech baseball team these past three years.  This his senior 

year the Braves are paying for his education—Sounds serious, huh?? 

Your future is looking great, Patrick.  We at Epiphany are excited for you and wish 

you nothing but the best! 

 

 

Special ‘thanks’ to Karen Holden for keeping the office in tip top 

shape while I was on vacation.  I had a great time in Wisconsin 

visiting family but it is always good to get back home! 
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St. Giles Gate 
 

 

Our Christian Ed and worship program for children with special needs, St. Giles’ Gate, will resume in Sep-
tember. We use a beautiful Montessori-based curriculum called “Godly Play” for the teaching portion, and 
then do a very simple Eucharist (“Jesus’ Picnic Lunch”). We are looking for additional helpers and teachers 
(you will be trained) and we are also asking you to share information about the program to friends and 
neighbors who might benefit from it. Although it is designed for children on the autism spectrum and with 
learning and intellectual challenges, any child who finds conventional Sunday School too overwhelming or 
overstimulating  can benefit from it. We meet every other Saturday so that we are not restricted by the 
pressures of the other activities that occur on Sunday mornings, and so families who attend other churches 
need not abandon their home faith communities to take advantage of this program for their children. 
Questions? Ask Kristin Carver, Kim Ludwig, or Mary+! 

Eagle Scout Project 

Garrett Russell, an Epiphany acolyte and rising senior at Glen Allen HS  is building a new 

playground at Epiphany as his Eagle Scout Project.  The cornerstone of the project is a fence 

to surround the playground outside the nursery.   

We have begun to install the fence and have made much progress—take a look through the 

window of the nursery. We are asking for help to complete the installation. 

Please consider volunteering three hours of assistance.  In addition to Epiphany volunteers, 

Scouts from Garrett’s troop will also be assisting.  If you can participate, please let me know 

and we will let you know when we will be tackling the next phase of this great project. 

Thanks, 

Scott Blackwell 
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Happy Birthday 

 

 

August  2 Morgan Green 

August 3 Tillie Freeze 

August 5 Bob Jimerson 

August 8 Jessica Strabley Colvin 

August 10 Preston Durrer 

 Landon Rutledge 

August 11 Suzie Wasiluk 

August 12 Mary Thorpe 

August 13 Randy Tucker 

August 24 John Sarvay 

August 25 Sarah Elionai 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 26 Brody Colvin 

August 27 Elizabeth Jones Wolf 

 Cheri Blackwell 

 Chuck Boyles  

August 28 Eric Ludwig 

August 31 Ginny Van Valkenburg 

 

Happy Anniversary 

August 1 April & Gerald Craver 

August 14 James & Stacy Mitchell 

August 15 Mike & Donna Young 

August 17 Jeff & Pam Pegram 

August 18 Brian & Catherine Turner 

August 30 Sallie & Blair Smith 

  

Days of Blessing in AugustDays of Blessing in August  

Those who are ill or have special needs: 

In Our Parish Family:  Carol Burley, Carl Burley, Ray Hampton,  Peggy Adleman, Sarah Jenkins, Dottie Strabley,  Sue Rasmussen, Dot Hudson, 

Martha Jenkins,  Marietta Spring, Cynthia Miller, Carol McElhinney,  Jackie Martin,  Walter Reid, Milton Jenkins 

Those in Care Facilities or Homebound especially:  

Mary Ruder, Roseanne Stockwell, Ruth Williams and Juliet Wynne 

Those Serving in the Armed Forces especially:  

Matt Guyer, David Hoffert, Daniel Keefe, Patrick Lineberry, Caitlin Mitchell, Bryan Murphy, Michael Stone, Billy Tucker,             

Andrew Smith, Ryan Casey, and Chris Tuck 

Prayers for those preparing for the  birth of a child:    Matt & Leslie Guyer,  Matt & Jessica Colvin,  Jill & Cary Baynes 

Prayers for family & friends: 

Prayers for Healing, Wholeness, Comfort, Guidance, and Safe Travel:  Kathryn Cook-friend of Connie Neal,  Leah & Terri—friends of Aggie 

Gallagher,  Dorothy Hoffecker—aunt of Diana Stone, Jay—husband of Jill Mitchell,  Rona Fisher—friend of Jessica Ruder,  Lisa Binmoeller—

friend of Diane Major, Mary Stockdell—daughter-in-law of Susan Josenhans,  Heather—friend of Melissa Durrer, Stuart & Jean Swink—sister & 

brother-in-law of Irene Morris, Jeniffer Sodill—friend of Karen Holden, Kent Jenkins—brother of Sarah Jenkins,  Maya Fitts—granddaughter of 

Ron & Paula Fitts,  Aubrey Phillips—friend of Bob & Kathy Jimerson,  Selethia Ann Riley—niece of Ann Schaefer, Nick McDaniel & family—friend 

of Rebekah Donovan, Josie—wife of Paul Dolci, Becky Smith—friend of Melba Shumaker, Jeff Eppes—brother of Jim Eppes,  Gayla Jones—

Karen Holden’s sister, Conrad Lawrence—Aggie Gallagher’s brother, Anne Stockdell-Giesler—Susan Josenhans daughter, Janie Dowdy—friend 

of Doug Thorpe, Gary Peper—Lucy Whitlock’s brother-in-law,  Iria & her family—friend of Jeri Townley. 

Prayers for the departed:    

Standing in the Need of PrayerStanding in the Need of Prayer  
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Thank You 

Lauryn Boyd would like to thank her Epiphany family for 

their thoughts, prayers and cards during the passing of her 

mother, Beatrice Byrd.  She would also like to thank everyone 

who helped with the memorial service and the reception after-

wards.  It was so nice to have  church family around during 

a time of sorrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Got an idea for a program, a study activity, a fellowship activity or way to reach 

out to our neighbors? Don’t keep it to yourself! Share it with Mary+, Gray Corbett 

(Senior Warden), Patty White (Junior Warden), or any of the Vestry...you can spot 

them by the pins on their nametags.  God is doing a new thing here with us and we 

want to celebrate that! 
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Just the Facts:  

Leadership and Contact Information at  

Church of the Epiphany 

Office address: 8000 Hermitage Rd, Richmond, VA 23228    Phone: 804-266-2503   inquiry@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

The Very Rev. Mary Brennan Thorpe,, Rector                   Cell phone: 804-221-3421      mary@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Lucy Whitlock, Office Administrator                                                   lucy.whitlock@epiphanyepiscopal.com 

Vestry 

Gray Corbett, Senior Warden   Patty White, Junior Warden 

            Marty Shephard, Treasurer  

     Ann Henderson, Register  

Tad Blackburn (2012)            Gray Corbett (2012)   

                                      Kathy Jimerson (2012)              Patty White (2012) 

      Carole Noe (2013)             Sandy Ruder (2013)                  

                                                                          Brian White (2013) 

                                    Christine Couturier (2014)             Aggie Gallagher (2014)             

Ann Henderson (2014)                             

 

Summer Office Hours :  

Lucy is in the office Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  from 9 am to 12 noon.   Call before 

stopping by to make sure someone is here to let you in.   Mary is usually in the office Monday 

through Thursday, unless she is out visiting parishioners or attending meetings. She can always 

be reached on her cell phone (221-3421).   

 

 

May the light of God’s blessing, like the Epiphany star, always guide 

you on the path toward Him. 

  


